Weekly Compilation of 


Presidential 
Documents 


Monday, March 18, 1996 
Volume 32—Number 11 
Pages 451-504 





Contents 


Addresses and Remarks 
See also Bill Signings 
California 
Harman International Industries employees 
in Northridge—451 
NetDay in Concord—458 
Israel 
Arrival—488 
Question-and-answer session with students 
in Tel Aviv—497 
New Jersey, community in Hackensack—462 
New York 
Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee dinner in New York City—470 
Irish-American of the Year Award in New 
York City—467 
Radio address—460 
Summit of the Peacemakers, Sharm al-Sheikh, 
Egypt 
Departure for Egypt—480 
Opening remarks—481 
Bill Signings 
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 
Remarks—478 
Statement-—479 





Ce ications to Congress 


Iran, message reporting—475 
Cc ications to Federal Agencies 


Assistance to Slovenia and the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 
memorandum—462 





WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 








Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Reg- 
ister, National Archives and Records Administration, Washing- 
ton, DC 20408, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docu- 
ments contains statements, messages, and other Presidential 
materials released by the White House during the preceding 
week. 

The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is pub- 
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Reg- 
ister Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under 


Interviews With the News Media 


Exchanges with reporters 
Air Force One—481 
Jerusalem, Israel—489, 497 
News conferences 
March 13 (No. 115) with President Mubarak 
of Egypt in Sharm al-Sheikh—483 
March 14 (No. 116) with Prime Minister 
Peres of Israel in Jerusalem—490 


Meetings With Foreign Leaders 


Egypt, President Mubarak—481, 483 
Israel 
Likud Party Leader Netanyahu—497 
President Weizman—489 
Prime Minister Peres—488, 490 
Jordan, King Hussein—481 
Summit of the Peacemakers—481, 483 


Proclamations 
National Poison Prevention Week—475 


Statements by the President 
See also Bill Signings 
Death of George Burns—462 


Supplementary Materials 


Acts approved by the President—504 

Checklist of White House press releases—504 

Digest of other White House 
announcements—502 

Nominations submitted to the Senate—503 


regulations prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the 
Federal Register, approved by the President (37 FR 23607; 
1 CFR Part 10) 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. 
The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be 
furnished by mail to domestic subscribers for $75.00 per year 
($132.00 for mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for 
$93.75 per year, payable to the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The 
charge for a single copy is $3.00 ($3.75 for foreign mailing). 

There are no restrictions on the republication of material 
appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docu- 
ments 





Week Ending Friday, March 15, 1996 


Remarks to Harman International 
Industries Employees in Northridge, 
California 

March 8, 1996 


Thank you very much. If you have a seat, 
please take it. Thank you very much, Bertha. 
She said that she was nervous before she 
spoke, but I think she did a terrific job, don’t 
you? When she told me that she’d been here 
30 years, I thought that the company must 
have violated the child labor laws when she 
was hired. [Laughter] But I'll take her word 
for it. 

I want to thank Dr. Sidney Harman for 
that fine statement that he made. And I 
thank Sidney and Congresswoman Jane Har- 
man for riding out with me this morning. We 
did come out on Air Force One; we did talk 
for an hour. Actually, what we did for an hour 
was I listened to him rave about you. That’s 
what he talked about. He talked about how 
great you were, how creative you were, how 
you had proved his faith in the United States 
and in California and in the proposition that 
people from all different walks of life could 
work together in a common enterprise. And 
you would have been very proud if you had 
heard him talk about you this morning in the 
privacy of our conversation. 

I want to thank the State and local officials 
who are here today, and most of all, I want 
to thank you for giving me a chance to share 
some time with you. When I was Governor 
for 12 years before I moved to Washington, 
I spent, I suppose, more hours in factories 
and schools than anything else I did. I think 
I visited at least an average of a factory a 
week in the 12 years I was Governor. And 
I went through the terrible, difficult times 
of the 1980’s for manufacturing in America 
and I watched it come back. So my attention 
has been riveted on the whole question of 
how people produce and when in America 
for a very long time now. 


I’m honored to be back in Northridge. I 
was here, of course, shortly after the earth- 
quake devastated you 2 years ago, and I was 
struck by the spirit and the determination 
of the people here; even more remarkably, 
by the way the community pulled together 
to rebuild. And I can’t help but acknowledg- 
ing another thing that Dr. Harman told me 
this morning, which was that you were back 
up and running here about 3 days after the 
earthquake because all the employees came 
back in and cleaned it up and moved it for- 
ward. And that is a truly astonishing accom- 
plishment. And I want to compliment you 
on that as well. You should be very proud 
of that. 

I’m also glad that the National Govern- 
ment was here, quickly, to be of help in the 
earthquake—the Emergency Management 
Agency, the Small Business Administration, 
the we and Urban Development De- 
partment, the Transportation Department. 
We were doing what I think Americans do 
best; we were working together. 

If I can tell you on the front end, the one 
point I want to make today is that whether 
it’s in an earthquake, after another natural 
disaster, or sll day to day in a facility 
like this one, that’s how we have to meet the 
challenges that we face today as a people. 
We are going to meet them by working to- 
gether if we're going to succeed. 

We have to prove in the United States that 
it doesn’t matter what your racial or ethnic 
or religious background, where you come 
from or even what you start with, if you start 
with nothing; that if we all work together with 
the goal of making sure every single person 
in this country has a chance to live the Amer- 
ican dream, that everybody has a chance to 
be treated in a fair and equal way, and that 
we can work and raise families and have 
successful children and have strong commu- 
nities—the only way we can do that is if we’re 
committed to working together. In this time 
of great transition, teamwork, a respect for 
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one another, and a commitment to seeing ev- 
erybody succeed is more important than it 
has ever been in your lifetime. And that is 
my commitment to you. Our whole country 
needs to work together every day the way 
you work together here every single day. 

Four years ago when I sought the job that 
the American people were good enough to 
give me, I made a commitment. I said that 
I was convinced that if we would work to- 
gether to get this economy going again, and 
if we in Washington could do our part by 
bringing the deficit down and getting interest 
rates down, by investing in our people and 
education and training, by investing in new 
technologies and helping places like Califor- 
nia to convert from a defense-based economy 
to a more diversified economy in the wake 
of the end of the cold war, if we open new 
markets based on trade that was fair and free, 
that our economy would respond and create 
8 million jobs in 4 years. It is a tribute to 
the hard work and the ingenuity of the Amer- 
ican people and to our uncommon partner- 
ship that we announced officially today that 
the United States economy has created 8.4 
million jobs in 3 years. And I am very proud 
of that. 

And let me put that in some sort of per- 
spective for you. I hear people say all the 
time that, well, even if we create new jobs 
they're not very good jobs. That’s just not 
true. These 8.4 million jobs represent more 
new jobs than were created in all of Europe 
and Japan combined. And increasingly, they 
are in higher wage industries. By the end of 
December, our economy had created 7.7 
million new jobs; 3.3 million of them were 
higher wage jobs. Four years ago only 20 per- 
cent of our new jobs were in high-wage jobs. 
In 1995, well over half of the new jobs cre- 
ated in our economy were higher wage pay- 
ing jobs. We can create good jobs for the 
American people if we work together. 

I am very glad to be here today to make 
this announcement for three reasons. First 
of all, I have enormous respect for Dr. Har- 
man and for Congresswoman Jane Harman. 
They have the sort of partnership that is 
much admired in the Clinton household by 
not only the President but by the First Lady. 
We admire the way Sidney has combined a 
commitment to innovative ideas and being 
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at the cutting edge of new products with a 
commitment to the success of all of you, the 
people who work for Harman, and your fami- 
lies and this community. 

And I very much admire the work that 
Congresswoman Jane Harman has done in 
the United States Congress. She is, I think, 
the best of a new breed of political leaders 
who want to see our country go beyond the 
old division of stale, partisan political debates 
to find creative ways for Government to work 
with you to create better jobs and brighter 
futures for all Americans. If every person in 
the Congress had the same sort of practical 
yet idealistic approach that she does, willing 
to discard all the kind of hot air that we hear 
too much of in Washington, this country 
would be in better shape today. And I thank 
her for her service as well. Thank you. 

But the most important reason I wanted 
to come here, even though I can’t afford a 
Jaguar to get one of those fancy speakers you 
make that go in them—{laughter|—is be- 
cause I respect what you are doing. I respect 
all of you who work here in all your various 
roles because you have proved that by work- 
ing together as a team, you can create the 
world’s best stereo and electronic equip- 
ment, and you can help to move our country 
forward while you make your own lives bet- 
ter. 

I'd like to talk just a minute today about 
the nature of all these changes that are trans- 
forming our economy and what we can do 
to make ail Americans winners in this period 
of change; about what Government can do 
and about what people like you must do, em- 
ployers and employees alike, to move our 
country forward. 

Harman International shows how a cut- 
ting-edge company can do well while doing 
right by its people. That’s why I wanted Ber- 
tha to talk today as well. A company that be- 
lieves employees are the most important 
asset; a company that, when layoffs are nec- 
essary, workers are given a chance to find 
other work within the company. Workers are 
fully trained to keep up with new skills. And 
this is one I especially like: Senior executives 
work the production line 18 days a year so 
they'll know what the rest of you are experi- 
encing. 
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While others may have downsized and 
even moved away from our country and 
taken the jobs with them, Harman has stayed 
true to Northridge. And their new factory 
within a factory that we—I’ve heard about 
for the first time today is a true testament 
to a commitment to community and to the 
bond that should exist in every workplace in 
America between employers and employees. 
It shows how the transforming power of tech- 
nology can create new opportunity. So many 
Americans are threatened by the techno- 
logical changes that are going on today, but 
believe me, if we do the right things we will 
generate far more jobs from technology than 
we will ever lose because of it. And you are 
proving that as well. 

When you make audio equipment for com- 
puters that rivals the sound quality of a 
stereo, you’re making the promise of the in- 
formation superhighway real. With better 
products and more productivity, more jobs 
and good profits, Harman shows us that our 
leading edge toward the 21st century is the 
people of the American work force, and that 
if we work together we can boost our com- 
petitiveness, push ever upward the American 
standard for excellence, and also open the 
American dream to every single person who 
is willing to work for it. That is your commit- 
ment; that is my commitment. That must be 
America’s commitment. 

Now, all of you know from your own expe- 
rience that this extraordinary period of 
change is transforming the way we work and 
the way we live. I watched it in your assembly 
lines, the couple you left open for me today 
while the rest of you were here. I have now 
been in American factories for nearly 30 
years, looking at them, learning how people 
work, seeing how people work together. 
There’s a lot more mind and a lot less muscle 
in manufacturing work than there used to be. 
The information revolution has made it pos- 
sible for there to be far fewer layers of bu- 
reaucracies in most thriving companies than 
there used to be. 

We are changing the way we work. We 
are changing the way we structure the work- 
place. And the information revolution has 
also made possible global markets for infor- 
mation, for money, for products, and for 
services. That means things are changing 
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very rapidly, and change brings good things, 
but it is also always, always disruptive. And 
there are a lot of Americans whose lives have 
been disrupted by this time of change. Many 
of them feel that they've been uprooted, and 
they wonder, even though they have carried 
their traditional values of hard work and fam- 
ily close to their heart, they wonder if they're 
going to be left behind. 

We have to deal with that challenge. But 
it’s important how we deal with that chal- 
lenge. I submit to you the way to deal with 
it is to build on what works, on models like 
Harman International, on the economic pol- 
icy we have implemented. We cannot turn 
back to try to recover a past that is not there 
anymore. We have to keep going into the 
future until every single person has a chance 
to work in a workplace where everyone is 
winning. That is the way to a better future. 

Let me say to all of you, we have been 
through a period of change like this not very 
often. But we have done it before. The last 
time the American economy changed as 
much as it’s changing now was about 100 
years ago when we moved from the farm to 
the factory. A hundred years ago, most peo- 
ple were living in rural areas; they moved 
to towns and cities. Most people were work- 
ing on farms or in jobs that depended on 
farmers; then they began to work in factories 
or in jobs that depended on factories. 

When that happened, there was a great 
deal of ferment and change. Millions of new 
immigrants came to America. Many, many 
people did better than they had ever done 
before. But for a period of years, there was 
a great uprooting and a lot of people didn’t 
do so well, either, as they were displaced. 
But because we kept pushing through and 
pushing ahead and learning new ways to 
work together, to do the right thing by people 
as well as to do well economically, to push 
profits and productivity and fairness; because 
we did that, we created in the 20th century 
a nation with the greatest period of unparal- 
leled prosperity ever known, a nation with 
the greatest middle class ever created, a na- 
tion with the greatest dreams for children 
ever forged. That is what we have to do 
today. 

When I took office, we put in place a com- 
prehensive strategy to try to create a modern 
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economy. We didn’t want to deny change and 
try to hold back for a past we couldn't re- 
cover. Neither did we want to say, well, we 
ought to just let whatever is going to happen, 
happen, and let whatever happens to people 
happen. 

I knew that we couldn’t go back to the 
time when all Americans were told, you've 
got to fend for yourself. So we put in a strat- 
egy, first, to cut the deficit and get the inter- 
est rates down; second, to invest in education 
and training for people; third, to open new 
markets—to have free trade, yes, but also fair 
trade to enable Americans to sell their prod- 
ucts all over the world as you do, and to in- 
vest in the new technologies of the future 
in partnership with the private sector. 

It has worked. We cut the deficit in half. 
Exports are at an all-time high. Homeowner- 
ship is at a 15-year high. We've had 3 years 
of record formations of new businesses in 
each of the last 3 years. And we did it while 
shrinking the size of the Federal Govern- 
ment to its smallest size in 30 years. And it 
is working. This strategy is working. 

Just think about where we were 4 years 
ago. Our economy was drifting. Now we've 
had 8.4 million jobs in 3 years and 1 month. 
We have the lowest combined rates of unem- 
ployment, inflation, and home mortgage 
rates in 27 years. Four years ago construction 
and auto industries were flat on their backs. 
Today, we’ve had about 700,000 new jobs in 
America in construction, and the automobile 
industry, for the first time in many years, is 
selling more cars than Japan. I am proud of 
that and you should be, too. 

It is true that in many large companies 
there has been substantial downsizing. But 
it is also true that in the areas of new oppor- 
tunity, millions of new jobs are being created. 
Just a few days ago I signed the tele- 
communications bill into law which will cre- 
ate vast new opportunities for Americans and 
American companies to increase information, 
education, and entertainment. And the last 
economic analysis I showed estimated that 
that bill alone, with the energies of the Amer- 
ican telecommunications sector, would cre- 
ate 3% million new jobs over the next few 
years. That is what we should be doing more 
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Four years ago, California had lost about 
170,000 jobs. Today California businesses in 
the last 3 years have created almost a half 
a million new jobs. Business failures are 
down; new businesses are up. Industries like 
aerospace and entertainment and computers 
are leading the world with new markets, new 
production, new products, helping to over- 
come the terrible burden that California bore 
because of a good thing that happened: The 
cold war ended. And we were able to 
downsize our national defense, but it caused 
great economic dislocation here. By empha- 
sizing the resources, the strength, the people 
of the State of California and focusing on the 
opportunities of the future, the turnaround 
has begun and it will get better. 

As I said, you can say all you want about 
how Government is the problem. I accept 
the fact that in times past Government has 
been a problem. We have shrunk the Gov- 
ernment to its smallest size in 30 years. But 
we dare not go back to a time when people 
were left to fend for themselves. It is the 
Government that helps to open those mar- 
kets. It is the Government that helps to invest 
in people and help working families send 
their children to college. It is the Govern- 
ment that helps provide opportunities like 
Head Start for families that need help getting 
their kids off to a good start in life. I am 
proud of those things. 

As I said in my State of the Union Address, 
I think there are seven big challenges we 
have to meet now if we're going to fulfill our 
mission, if all Americans are going to have 
a chance to have the American dream, if 
we're going to be able to raise strong families 
in good communities with good values, if 
we're going to continue to lead the world. 

We have to do more to strengthen our 
families and give all of our children a decent 
childhood. We have to do more to improve 
our schools and open the doors of college 
education to all Americans. We have to do 
more to give working families the security 
they need with health care and pensions and 
training that they can have even if they have 
to change jobs. We have to do more to fight 
crime and drugs and gangs so that violence 
will become the exception rather than the 
rule. I'd like to live in an America again when 
people are surprised when they turn on the 
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evening news and there’s been an act of vio- 
lence as the lead story. 

We have to do more to preserve our envi- 
ronment and to convince ourselves—all of 
us—that we can preserve the environment 
and grow the economy. I have to tell you 
that one of the side benefits of what you do 
with your Olé program in using your extra 
materials to build those clocks is that you’re 
using something for a productive purpose 
that doesn’t just go to a scrap heap. And | 
appreciate that. That also is contributing to 
the environment while growing the economy 
and helping people deal with the problems 
of economic change. 

The Congress has more to do, and I chal- 
lenge the Congress to pass another growth 
budget for the next 60 days to keep this econ- 
omy going. We ought to finish the job. We've 
cut the deficit in half; we ought to go on 
and pass a balanced budget plan. But it 
should be the right kind of om We can 
eliminate this deficit without devastating cuts 
in Medicare and Medicaid, without under- 
mining our obligation to you to invest in edu- 
cation, in research, and environmental pro- 
tection. That’s what I want to do. 

There are millions of good Americans out 
there who aren't as fortunate as you are to 
have a job here; millions of them trying to 
raise children on the minimum wage. If we 
don’t raise the minimum wage this year, it 
will fall to a 40-year low in terms of what 
it will buy within a year. We ought to raise 
the minimum wage. You can’t raise a family 
on $4.25 an hour. 

And there is a bill in Congress now called 
the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill which would 
give American workers and their families an 
important protection; it says that you don’t 
lose your health insurance just because you 
change jobs or somebody in your family gets 
sick. That bill ought to pass, and it ought 
to pass immediately. It’s an important part 
of dealing with the change. 

There is more that we ought to do. I have 
asked the Congress to collapse about 70 dif- 
ferent education and training programs that 
unemployed Americans have to figure out 
how they fit into, or some State and local 
official has to figure out how they fit into, 
if they lose a job. I'd like to see all those 
programs collapse into a big pile of money, 
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and when somebody loses their job, I think 
they ought to get a voucher from the Govern- 
ment worth $2,600 a year that they can take 
to the nearest community college or other 
training institution to get the training they 
need—a “GI bill” for America’s workers. I 
believe it’s an important thing. 

And there’s a lot of talk about tax cuts in 
Washington. Three years ago, we cut taxes 
on the lowest income working families 
through a doubling of what’s called the 
earned-income tax credit. This year, every 
family in America with children with an in- 
come of under $28,000 will have a consider- 
ably lower income tax burden than they 
would have had if we hadn’t changed the law 
back in 1993. 

There are other things that I'd like to see 
done. I think we ought to give some relief 
to families with children. But the most im- 
portant tax cut we could give is the one that 
I have proposed to give families a tax deduc- 
tion for up to $10,000 of the cost of college 
tuition and other education after high school. 
That would really help working families. 

There are some other things that the Gov- 
ernment ought to do in partnership with 
businesses and schools. One of the most im- 
portant thing we have done—things we've 
done since I became President involved an 
act called the School-to-Work Act, signed in 
1994, to help to create a national network 
of programs that would give young people 
who don’t go on to 4-year colleges the oppor- 
tunity to get work experience and learning 
experience at the same time, to abolish what 
I think is an artificial distinction between 
what is vocational learning on the job and 
what is academic learning. What a lot of you 
are doing looked pretty academic to me, at 
least; I don’t believe I could do it without 
a lot of training. 

Businesses work with schools and commu- 
nity colleges and universities and technical 
schools to design courses while they open 
their workplaces and provide on-the-job 
training. This has helped us over the past 
year and a half to generate activity involving 
42,000 employers and 116,000 young people 
in learning new skills in 42 of our 50 States. 
And today, the Departments of Education 
and Labor announced another 37 commu- 
nities, including 7 here in California, will 
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be receiving more school-to-work invest- 
ments to enable them to train more young 
people so they can move from school into 
a job with the prospect of a growing income 
and a brighter future instead of into a job 
that they may not be able to hold or may 
never get a raise in. That is the sort of part- 
nerships that I think we need more of. 

Our strategy has been to enable the private 
sector to generate this growth. Keep in mind, 
these 8.4 million new jobs have come into 
our economy at a time when we have re- 
duced the size of the Federal Government 
by more than 200,000. 

We are trying to work with you to help 
generate jobs here in the private sector in 
places like Harman International. We know 
that means that business has an even more 
important role in the future in terms of what 
your life is like, in terms of whether you have 
security in return for your work, in terms of 
whether you have a chance to go on and find 
other opportunities if something happens in 
the market and it goes bad. And this is a 
difficult time for business because people 
who run businesses face enormous new chal- 
lenges. If they have to compete for invest- 
ment money, they know that money can be 
put anywhere in the world in a split second 
with a wire transfer. They know that tech- 
nology can be put anywhere in the world. 
And that means that they’re under more and 
more pressure always to be changing the na- 
ture of the products, always to be upgrading 
the quality of the products, always trying to 
produce more with fewer inputs of cost, 
whether it’s labor or technology. 

Sidney told me on the way out here today 
that the labor cost in your products are only 
about a third of what they were just a few 
years ago because you're all so much more 
productive because you’re using more ma- 
chinery, because you’re working in more effi- 
cient ways. 

These new pressures put great challenges 
before the business leaders of our country 
to be not only productive and profitable, to 
be good citizens not only for their sharehold- 
ers or their investors, but also for their cus- 
tomers and their employees and their fami- 
lies, their communities, and the natural envi- 
ronment. 
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Since I became President I’ve tried to go 
around from time to time to places like this 
to celebrate companies that are both profit- 
able and competitive on the one hand, and 
good citizens on the other. And I've tried 
to do things that would support policies that 
would help our companies to do a good job. 
It is especially important when changes in 
the economy bring instability and uncertainty 
that we lift up the companies that are trying 
to help people deal with it. 

Now, consider this: Since most parents 
work, one of the most important things is 
to help people succeed at home and at work. 
And all of you—I bet every working parent 
out there has felt some tension at some time 
in your life when your children were sick or 
there were problems at school or something 
else happened. The great challenge of our 
society—there is no more important work 
than raising children. That is still every par- 
ent’s most important job. So unless we can 
find ways for people to succeed as parents 
and in the workplace, the country can’t be 
as strong as it ought to be. 

A lot of businesses are trying to accommo- 
date this by things like flexible work hours 
or child care centers at or near the places 
of business. The family and medical leave 
law, the very first law I signed as President 
of the United States, helped about 300,000 
California workers take a little time off from 
work for a sick child or a sick parent or when 
a baby was born without losing their jobs. 
That's a very important thing as well. 

Health care benefits and retirement bene- 
fits are important. Training is important. 
Education is important. One of the things 
I've been so impressed about is the training 
programs that you have here. You know, in 
a lot of our military activities now, we regu- 
larly give annual training programs to all the 
people involved in them ea the needs 
are changing and also because we want those 

ple to be able to succeed even after they 
eave uniform. That is terribly important. 

The other thing that I think is very impor- 
tant is to find the best possible way for com- 
wes to share the good times as well as the 

ad times. And that is something that I think 
you have done a remarkable job of. I am so 
impressed by the way programs like—well, 
like this Olé program of yours works—to 
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have the opportunity when the market goes 
down for the product you’re producing to be 
called back to find innovative ways not only 
to produce, but I understand some of you 
have even worked as salespeople selling your 
own products, trying to find ways to keep 
pe busy so that you can not only maintain 
nefits but a livelihood. That is walking the 
extra mile, but that’s a good thing to do. 
People are the most important, the most 
a a element in a production process 
today. The technology can be anywhere. We 
could pack all this technology up today and 
fly it to some other country. The people and 
how they work together and whether they 
feel good on the job and whether they feel 
a loyalty to the enterprise and whether they 
think everybody is being treated fairly, that 
is the secret of America’s future success. You 
are the secret of America’s future success. 
And what this company has done is what 
every company should strive to do within the 
limits of their capacity because if we don’t 
treat our people right and they don’t feel 
good about the work enterprise—or to use 


Dr. Harman’s words, the old employer bar- 
gain used to be less for less. When the indus- 
trial revolution first started, people got paid 
as little as the employer could get away with 


paying them, and the workers did as little 
as they could get away with doing without 
getting fired. He says what you're trying to 
get is a more for more bargain. You get paid 
as much as they can afford to pay you and 
you're expected to do as much as you can 
possibly do, and even in the down times, 
there is the other enterprise, a sort of factory 
within a factory. That is a remarkable thing. 

And I hope by coming here today and by 
having people learn about what you're doing, 
that all over America, people will ask them- 
selves, “I wonder if I could do something 
like that. I wonder if that would help increase 
the security my workers feel. I wonder if that 
would strengthen the families of the people 
that work here. I wonder if that wouldn’t im- 
prove our long-term productivity. Wouldn’t 
it be nice if I could find a way to keep all 
my workers, year-in and year-out, even in the 
down times.” 

It’s just one solution, but it’s a solution that 
deserves to be considered all across America. 


And just by your being here and by my being 
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able to tell your story today, you may be help- 
ing to save not only a lot of jobs in the future 
and other parts of America, but also the vital- 
ity and the productivity and the profitability 
of other American companies. We have to 
learn from each other and we could all learn 
a lot from you, and I thank you for that. 

So that’s the point I want to make. This 
economy has a lot of possibility. I believe that 
your children will grow up in the period of 
greatest possibility any generation of Ameri- 
cans has ever known. There will be more op- 
portunities for young boys and girls as they 
grow up to live out their dreams than ever 
before. I believe technology will prove to be 
a great equalizer, giving people across racial 
and ethnic divides, giving children who grew 
up in poor households as well as those who 
grow up in middle class and wealthy house- 
holds the opportunity to learn and grow and 
do things they could never have otherwise 
done. 

But all this will happen only if we find ways 
to work together. The Government has a role 
to play, but the jobs are being created in the 
private sector. We can create the environ- 
ment; we can create the incentives; we can 
try to deal with the places which don’t have 
any real improvement yet—that’s what we 
tried to do when we gave to Los Angeles 
the $400 million to set up a development 
bank to make investments in the neighbor- 
hoods there where there are no new jobs. 
We can do extra things like that. But in the 
end, whether the businesses work, employers 
and employees working together, family 
friendly workplaces, health care, pensions, 
training, sharing the burdens and the bene- 
fits of the year-to-year ups and downs of the 
company, keeping the workplace safe and 
hearing the workers’ voices as well; all of 
these things which you have done here are 
things we need more of in every American 
workplace. 

And if we do this, then we will create the 
kind of opportunities millions of Americans 
are now enjoying for every American willing 
to work for it. That is the answer: to work 
together and forge into the future; not to try 
to turn back, or not to say to people, you're 
on your own, I hope you do well. It’s to work 
together, join together, and move into the 
future together. Your success is the model 
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for America’s success, and I am determined 
to see that we follow it. 
Thank you, and God biess you all. 


Norte: The President spoke at 12:28 p.m. on the 
factory floor. In his remarks, he referred to Bertha 
Torres, employee, and Sidney Harman, chief ex- 
ecutive officer, Harman International Industries. 
This item was not received in time for publication 
in the appropriate issue. 


Remarks on NetDay in Concord, 
California 
March 9, 1996 


Thank you so very much. I want to say 
again how much I appreciate the wonderful 
welcome we have received here today. I 
thank your principal, Sheila Walker; Super- 
intendent Allen; your fine Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Delaine Eastin; and Lieu- 
tenant Governor Davis; my good friend Sen- 
ator Boxer; and Representative Miller. I want 
to say again what a good job I thought—I 
want to join the Vice President—I thought 
Brian DeGrassi did a good job up here. We 
didn’t even need to speak after he talked. 

I want to thank John Gage and Michael 
Kaufman for originating the idea of NetDay. 
The country will long be in their debt. They 
have come up with something truly remark- 
able. And I want to thank the Merrills and 
all the wonderful volunteers here. And be- 
cause of my own past I don’t want to leave 
here without acknowledging your award-win- 
ning band and flag team. I thank them for 
being here as well. Thank you very much. 

And I want to thank Vice President Al 
Gore, who 20 years ago, 20 years ago coined 
the term information superhighway and is 
now helping every American child to become 
a part of it. I thank you for that. 

The Vice President and I have looked for- 
ward to coming back for this day ever since 
last September when we came to California 
and met with leaders of the communications 
industry. That day we challenged Califor- 
nians to connect at least 20 percent of your 
schools to the information superhighway by 
the end of this school year. You didn’t fret 
about it; you’re simply doing it. 

Think about it. On this day, March 9th, 
20,000 of your fellow citizens are meeting 
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this challenge. I am honored to be here with 
you. 

Today one out of five California schools 
will be wired to the future. Within 4 years 
every school in the State will be wired to 
the future. We are putting the future at the 
fingertips of your children, and we are doing 
it together in the best American tradition. 

We are living through a moment of abso- 
lutely astonishing transformation; a moment 
of great possibility. All of you know that the 
information and technology explosion will 
offer to you and to the young people of the 
future more opportunities and challenges 
than any generation of Americans has ever 
seen. 

Our country is changing just as profoundly 
as it did when we moved from farm to fac- 
tory, from the country to the cities and towns 
100 years ago. The microchip and the global 
marketplace are opening up undreamed-of 
prospects but real challenges. If we want to 
keep the American dream alive for every sin- 
gle person who is willing to work for it, we 
know that more than ever before we have 
to give all Americans the skills, the education 
they need to be winners in this time of 
change. We must not send our children into 
a 21st century unprepared for the world they 
will inhabit and the jobs they will have to 
fill. 

All of us are here today because we know 
purely and simply, that every single child 


‘ must have access to a computer, must under- 


stand it, must have access to good software 
and good teachers and yes, to the Internet, 
so that every person will have the opportunity 
to make the most of his or her own life. 

I have spent a great deal of the last 3 years 
trying to open up educational opportunity 
and help educators and parents raise edu- 
cational standards in America. There is more 
that we must do. Of course we need high 
standards and high expectations. Of course 
we should open the doors of college edu- 
cation to every single American who needs 
to go. 

That’s what the new student loan program 
is about, which cuts costs and makes repay- 
ments easier. That’s what the national service 
program is about, promoting this kind of 
community service in return for funds to go 
to college. That’s why I believe the most im- 
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portant tax cut we could give in passing a 
balanced budget is to give every American 
family the opportunity to deduct up to 
$10,000 a year of the costs of college tuition. 

But whatever else we do, we must bring 
the information and technology revolution to 
every, every classroom in America. Every 
child in America sees a computer at work 
in a grocery store, in a video arcade, many 
at home. One of the few rooms that you can’t 
enter in America today and know for sure 
that you will see a computer and to see com- 
puter technology is a classroom. 

We are changing this today in the same 
way our Nation has always changed for the 
better, by working together united as one 
America. We understand there is no genera- 
tion gap between old-fashioned American 
values of hard work, teamwork, and optimism 
in our forward march into the technological 
world of the 21st century. 

In a way, NetDay is a modern version of 
an old-fashioned barnraising. Government's 
not doing this alone, nor is business, nor can 
schools do it alone. All of us are joining to- 
gether, students, scientists, business leaders, 
engineers, parents and old-fashioned Amer- 
ican citizens who have no other interests 
other than a love for their country, a love 
for their children, and a belief in the future 
of America. What you are doing today is 
America at its very best, and it is guarantee- 
ing America’s future. 

Just think about it. Today in California we 
are installing 6 million feet, 6 million feet 
of computer cables and plugs. That’s a mes- 
sage that all America will hear tonight and 
tomorrow and be proud of, and I hope will 
emulate. 

I want to say a special word of thanks, as 
the Vice President did, to the business lead- 
ers all across the State, from Sun 
Microsystems to AT&T, MCI, Netcom, 
America Online, the Scholastic Network, 
Apple, which is donating computers, 
Netscape, and Microsoft giving free soft- 
ware—we're having trouble with these 
speakers. Just pretend you hear it even if you 
don’t. [Laughter] I want to ask every one of 
you to stop and give a special applause to 
every single business in California that is sup- 
porting this endeavor today. This is corporate 
citizenship at its best. I thank the IBEW and 
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all the labor organizations that are helping 
today. 

There are some truly impressive things 
being done by students today. In San Diego, 
one class sold cupcakes to pay for the cost 
of their NetDay kit. All across the State, teen- 
agers today will be able to teach their parents 
a thing or two about the Net. In Palo Alto, 
one school which was wired a short time ago, 
this NetDay is providing the first time many 
parents will see their child’s classroom. But 
after the classroom is wired, the parents are 
painting the classrooms and repairing a de- 
cayed building. 

I say that to make this point. One of the 
most probing comments I have seen in read- 
ing the press out here in California in prepar- 
ing to come is that some have said “Well 
should the President and the Vice President, 
should the State be emphasizing computers 
in all the classrooms when some of our school 
buildings are falling down, some of our play 
yards in disrepair.” My answer to you is yes. 
If everybody has those skills, our school dis- 
tricts will be wealthier and better. But we 
do not have to choose; the same volunteers 
that are wiring the schools can also fix them 
up. And I hope people will do it all across 
California. 

I also want to thank the teachers that are 
working today. And what I think is a real pic- 
ture of what is so special about today, the 
teachers on strike in Oakland are putting 
their pickets down and participating in 
NetDay. 

We are trying to do our part. In the tele- 
communications bill I signed a few weeks 
ago, thanks to the long efforts of the Vice 
President and many in the Congress, there 
is a guarantee that schools and libraries and 
hospitals will all be able to be hooked up 
at affordable rates. And last month I an- 
nounced a $2 billion technology literacy chal- 
lenge to help communities all across this 
country get the right kind of computers in 
every classroom and every library by the end 
of the century. 

But more than anything else, we need vol- 
unteers, trained teachers, good software. 
That is what we are celebrating today as well. 
I cannot think of a single endeavor which 
has involved so many different Americans 
from so many different walks of life to do 
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something that is so clearly in the interest 
of every single American citizen. And again 
let me say to all of you who are here, thank 
you. Thank you for the enthusiasm. Thank 
you for the numbers. Thank you for your 
commitment. 

I want to make just one more point, and 
I want to emphasize something the Vice 
President said. The other question which has 
been raised is whether or not somehow this 
advance of technology will divide our people 
more, whether or not the poor children or 
the poor school districts will be left behind, 
whether or not this will inevitably give great- 
er advantages to those who already e 
them. Let me just give you one story = 
will refute that, I hope, forever. 

Last month, I had th he opportunity with the 
Vice President to visit the Christopher Co- 
lumbus Middle School in Union City, New 
Jersey. Just a few years ago the schools there 
were so bad the State was on the verge of 
taking them over and taking them away from 
the local school board and the parents. But 
it was a revitalized community effort, involv- 
ing Bell Atlantic and all the local citizens we 
celebrate here in California today, that put 
computers in every 7th grade classroom and 
in every student’s home in a school district 
that had a low per capita income where most 
of the families are first generation immigrant 
families. 

New Jersey is one of the wealthiest States 
in America, and in a matter of just a couple 
of years in this far-from-wealthy school dis- 
trict with first generation immigrants, the 
children have an attendance record, a grad- 
uation rate, and most important of all, test 
scores that are above the State average. 
Technology is going to liberate Americans 
and bring them together, not hold them 
back. 

And that’s what I want to happen to Cali- 
fornia. Look at this sea of faces here. You 
are America’s present and America’s future. 
Now the children will not only be able to 
access the Magna Carta and the Declaration 
of Independence, they will be able to, how 
uncomfortably it might be, follow how Con- 
gressman Miller and Senator Boxer vote— 
(laughter|\—and send e-mail to me and the 
Vice President, telling us what mistake we 
have made that day. 
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To the younger people in this audience, 
I hope you will never forget this day. Some- 
day your children will marvel at the idea that 
there ever was a classroom without a com- 
puter. You can tell them you were a pioneer. 
Just as our parents and grandparents built 
our schools and libraries and highways for 
their children, you will leave your children 
a legacy of opportunity along the information 
superhighway. 

The 21st century is America’s for the tak- 
ing if we are bold enough and strong enough 
and confident enough to go forward together. 
We will make the best of this new technology 
together. We will educate our children with 
it, improve our businesses with it, make our 
Government more democratic with it, and 
build a brighter, freer, more prosperous fu- 
ture with it. That is the American way. 

Let the future begin. Thank you, and God 
biess you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:04 a.m. at the 
Ygnacio Valley High School. In his remarks, he 
referred to Paul Allen, superintendent, Mount 
Diablo School District; Lt. Gov. Gray Davis of 
California; John Gage, director, science office, 
Sun Microsystems; Michael Kaufman, director, in- 
formation services, KQED; Charlie and Margie 
Merrill, volunteers; and Brian DeGrassi, student, 
Ygnacio Valley High School. 


The President’s Radio Address 
March 9, 1996 


Good morning. Today I want to talk about 
our economy and about the progress we’re 
making, and how to keep our economy mov- 
ing forward. 

When I ran for President I said we could 
create 8 million new jobs over the next 4 
years if we followed the right strategy, if we 
followed the strategy of giving all Americans 
a shot at the American dream by reducing 
the deficit and investing in the education and 
training of our people, in the new tech- 
nologies of the future, in our communities, 
and in our commitment to open markets with 
more fair and free trade. 
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Well, we've followed that strategy for 3 
years now, and yesterday we had some ter- 
rific news. Last month America came roaring 
back from January’s blizzard to create over 
700,000 new jobs. That’s the best single 
month of job creation we've had since 1983, 
in the middle of President Reagan’s first 
term. That means that in just 3 years and 
1 month, America has created 8.4 million 
new jobs, even better than I predicted back 
in 1992. 

Unemployment is down to 5.5 percent. It’s 
been under 6 percent now for 18 months 
in a row. Four years ago America was only 
creating an average of 27,000 private sector 
jobs a month. Now we've averaged 211,000 
a month since I became President. I’m proud 
of that, but this is America’s achievement, 
and all Americans should be proud of it. 

Our administration has helped by pursuing 
our economic strategy. We fought for tough, 
serious deficit cutting. Four years ago the 
deficit was $290 billion and heading higher. 
Today it’s down to $164 billion. It’s the small- 
est percentage of any major economy in the 
world, and that means lower interest rates 
for business loans, for home mortgages, for 
car and credit card payments. That’s one of 
the reasons we’ve had a record number of 
new small businesses in each of the last 3 
years, and we’re at a 15-year high in home 
ownership. 

We've worked overtime to expand trade, 
giving American businesses access to millions 
of new buyers around the globe with 200 sep- 
arate trade agreements. For the first time in 
years American exports to consumers around 
the world are growing faster than imports to 
this country. In fact, our exports are at an 
all-time high. 

We've invested in America’s workers so 
they can learn the skills they need to get and 
keep the high-paying jobs of the information 
age. And we've invested in the education of 
our children and our young adults, in the new 
technologies we need to grow the economy 
and help our defense industries to transform, 
and protect the environment while we create 
jobs. And we've invested in our communities 
that have been left behind in the mark of 
economic progress. We've also been able to 
give tax cuts to a significant number of work- 
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ing families—17 million of them with in- 
comes up to $28,000 a year. 

This strategy is working. But we still have 
more to do. We have to build on the progress 
we've made and keep this economy moving 
forward. And the very first thing we need 
to do is to finish the job we started back in 
1993. Let’s eliminate the deficit completely 
and balance the budget over the next 7 years 
in a way that upholds our values and ad- 
vances our economy. | 

I have proposed a detailed plan to balance 
the budget, to provide a modest tax cut to 
working families, and to keep ‘our commit- 
ments to Medicare, to Medicaid, to edu- 
cation, and the environment. In the last few 
months the congressional leadership and I 
have spent hours and hours negotiating to- 
gether. There are now enough cuts common 
to both Republican and Democratic plans 
that we could balance the budget tomorrow. 
It is time for Congress to put politics aside 
and get this balanced budget done. 

Meanwhile we need to pass the rest of this 
year’s budget and restore the deep cuts in 
education and the environment that Con- 
gress has made in the continuing resolutions 
it has passed after the two previous Govern- 
ment shutdowns. 

I have shown Congress a way to restore 
the investments for education and the envi- 
ronment and still keep cutting spending in 
this year’s budget. But in a new twist, some 
in Congress have offered to reduce their cuts 
in education for our children and the protec- 
tion of our environment this year if I will 
agree to even harsher cuts on health care for 
the elderly and for poor children. Now we 
don’t need to cut any of those efforts beyond 
the hundreds of millions of dollars in savings 
we've already both identified. 

These savings this year permit us to avoid 
harsh cuts in education and the environment 
on the one hand, and in health care for the 
elderly and for poor children on the other. 
A deal to trade education spending for Medi- 
care cuts is no deal at all. It’s wrong to choose 
between our parents and our children, leav- 
ing hard-pressed working families squeezed 
in the middle and undermining our economy 
through reduced investments in education. 

I want to work with Congress, but we don’t 
need to do things which will undermine our 
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ability to support our families through Medi- 
care and Medicaid, or undermine our ability 
to protect the environment, or undermine 
our ability to grow our economy and raise 
the incomes of all Americans through invest- 
ments in education. And there should be no 
threat—let me say again—there should be 
no threat of another Government shutdown. 
It was wrong the first time. It was wrong the 
second time. And three wrongs certainly 
don’t make aright. . 

I know we can balance the budget in 7 
years, provide a tax cut to the families who 
need it, and uphold America’s values by hon- 
oring our commitment to each other. We can 
support work and family, we can have more 
opportunity and more responsibility if we will 
work together. 

Now let's get on with it. The American 
job engine is in high gear. It’s not time to 
slam on the brakes or make the same old 
wrong turns. Let’s do the right thing for the 
American le and keep our economy 
moving ret ses That’s why we're here. 

Thanks for listening. 


Note: The address was recorded at 12:57 p.m. 
on March 8 in the briefing room at Harman Inter- 
national Industries in Los Angeles, CA, for broad- 
cast at 10:06 a.m. on March 9. 


Statement on the Death of George 
Burns 


March 9, 1996 


Hillary and I were deeply saddened to 
learn of the death of one of the great enter- 
tainers of all time. Like all Americans, we 
are grateful George Burns kept us laughing 
for so long. As a young boy I enjoyed the 
Burns and Allen show every week. His sense 
of timing and captivating smile touched the 
hearts and funny bones of more than three 
generations. He enabled us to see humor in 
the toughest of times and laugh together as 
a Nation. 

We will miss him greatly. Our prayers and 
sympathies go to his family and friends. 


Mar. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 


Memorandum on Assistance to 
Slovenia and the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia 


March 8, 1996 


Presidential Determination No. 96-18 


Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Eligibility of Slovenia and the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to 
be Furnished Defense Articles and Services 
Under the Foreign Assistance Act and the 
Arms Export Control Act 


Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961, as amended, and section 3(a)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, I hereby find 
that the furnishing of defense articles and 
services to the Governments of Slovenia and 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
will strengthen the security of the United 
States and promote world peace. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this finding to the Congress and to publish 
it in the Federal Register. 


William J. Clinton 


Nore: This memorandum was released by the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary on March 11. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Hackensack, New Jersey 


March 11, 1996 


Thank you very much. President Mertz, 
thank you for making us feel so welcome at 
Fairleigh Dickinson. And Mayor Zisa, thank 
you for making us feel so welcome in your 
hometown; we're glad to be here, sir. 

I want to thank all the New Jersey public 
officials who are here. I thank Senator Lau- 
tenberg, especially for his work on the envi- 
ronment. I thank Congressman Torricelli and 
Congressman Menendez and Congressman 
Payne. I thank my former colleagues, Gov- 
ernor Florio and Governor Brendan Byrne. 
And I want to thank Carol Browner for the 
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fine job she has done here and in every State 
in the country, at the EPA. And most of all 
I want to thank the Vice President for being 
a constant inspiration to me on the subject 
of America’s environment. 

I thank the two families who are here who 
were introduced by Senator Lautenberg, the 
Dukers and the Flatows; and I thank them 
for their incalculable sacrifice and their con- 
tinued devotion to the integrity and the free- 
dom of Israel and the cause of peace in the 
Middle East. God bless you and thank you 
both very much. 

I know that as President Mertz said, my 
friend, Leah Rabin, was here just a week ago 
to accept an award on behalf of herself and 
her late husband from this distinguished uni- 
versity. Yitzhak Rabin was a good friend of 
mine and he always took issue with those who 
characterized the creation of Israel and its 
continuance as some sort of a miracle. He 
didn’t think there was anything miraculous 
about it. He thought it was the direct result 
of thousands and thousands of people being 
able to devote a lifetime of hard work and 
effort and courage and ultimate sacrifice to 
a common cause. Tomorrow I will go to 
Egypt to try to advance that cause and beat 
back the terrorism that threatens it today. 

But I want to talk to you today about the 
common cause we must make in our efforts 
to preserve and enhance our environment for 
ourselves and for our children. It will not be 
a miracle that preserves America’s environ- 
ment and the global environment; it will be 
the result of thousands and thousands of peo- 
ple, ultimately millions of people, devoting 
themselves to a common cause. 

When I became President, I had a pretty 
straightforward vision. I wanted our country 
to come together, to create the opportunity 
that would permit every American who was 
willing to work for it a shot at the American 
dream. I want to go into the next century 
with our country still the strongest force for 
peace and freedom and security and prosper- 
ity in the world. I want this country to come 
together around its basic values of respon- 
sibility and opportunity, of work and family 
and of community. I was then weary, and 
I remain even more impatient, with those 
who seek to divide the American people for 
short-term political gain. 
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In the State of the Union Address I gave 
all of you and our fellow Americans a report 
on where we are, where we have been, and 
where I think we have to go, and on the seven 
challenges I believe we have to address in 
order for those objectives to be reached as 
we begin a new century and a new millen- 
nium. We have to have stronger families and 
better childhoods for all our children. We 
have to open educational opportunity to 
every person so that every child and every 
adult has access to learning throughout life. 
We have to provide economic security for 
families who are willing to work for it, includ- 
ing those who have worked hard without 
raises, those who live in places that have not 
felt the impact of the recovery, and those 
who are being downsized today but still have 
much to contribute to their families, their 
communities, and the future of our country. 

We have to take our streets back from 
crime and drugs and gangs. We cannot walk 
away from our obligations to lead the world 
in the fight for peace and freedom. And we 
must continue to work to reinvent our Gov- 
ernment so that it works better and inspires 
more trust. But, finally, we must also recog- 
nize that if we want this country to be the 
greatest country in the world in the next cen- 
tury, we have to provide for a clean and 
healthy environment. 

This is not a luxury; it is not an option. 
It is about self-preservation, about the pres- 
ervation of our children’s future. It indeed 
is at the core of the spiritual beliefs of nearly 
every American, for Catholics, Protestants, 
Jews, Muslims, all could embrace the words 
of the psalmist, “The Earth is the Lord and 
the fullness thereof.” 

It is incredible to me now that the environ- 
ment has for the first time in a generation 
become a source of political division. I just 
came from Wallington, and you know there 
are some people here from there. You heard 
from them earlier. There in the middle of 
a residential neighborhood the Vice Presi- 
dent and I looked up a hill toward Jefferson 
Elementary School and then across a field 
that is a toxic waste site, the land that is being 
cleaned up under the Superfund law. 

Not so very long ago there was a factory 
there that had been abandoned. It was an 
unsafe building, there were barrels full of un- 
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safe chemicals. They were all taken away as 
evidence of the success of the law. The prob- 
lem is the cleanup is not finished. There is 
still the fence topped with barbed wire that 
severs the nine-acre site from the rest of the 
community. And land within that fence re- 
mains contaminated with PCB’s, which are 
known to cause cancer. Families can’t walk 
there, children can’t play there. This is a hole 
in that community, when it could be the 
source of a new, revitalized neighborhood. 

The mayor said he wanted new housing 
for the people, he said perhaps senior citi- 
zens could live there. All that remains to be 
done is to finish the job of purging the soil 
of that site of the poisoned chemicals. I can’t 
think of why we ought to tolerate this in 
Wallington, or anywhere else in the country. 
But listen to this: 10 million children under 
the age of 12 live within 4 miles of a toxic 
waste dump—1l0 million. In New Jersey 
alone there are 100 toxic hot spots that need 
to be cleaned up; 800,000 children live a 
mere bicycle ride away from these places. 
Well, this is America, my friends, and that’s 
not good enough for me. It ought not to be 
good enough for you. 

No child should have to live near a toxic 
waste dump. No child should have to drink 
water contaminated with chemicals. No child 
should have to eat food poisoned with pes- 
ticides. And I am determined that every child 
will have the safe and healthy future that 
every child should have as a God-given and 
a legal right in the United States of America. 

Make no mistake about it, just as others 
have said before me, this has for a long time 
not been a political issue in the traditional 
sense. America is indeed a much cleaner and 
healthier place after a generation of biparti- 
san commitment to cleaning up the environ- 
ment. Since our laws were put into place 25 
years ago, toxic emissions from factories have 
been cut in half. Lead levels in children’s 
blood have dropped 70 percent. Once, be- 
cause it was so polluted, a river of ours caught 
on fire but no more, and Lake Erie, which 
was once declared dead, is now teeming with 
fish. 

So should we say, well, since we’ve done 
all this, we can just treat this as an ordinary 
issue now and start fighting about it again? 
There is more to do. A third of us still 
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breathe air that endangers our health. Our 
national parks are the envy of the world. But 
as the First Lady and our daughter and | 
found last summer when we visited two of 
those parks, they're still in need of repair and 
continued maintenance if they’re going to re- 
main the Nation’s treasure. And in too many 
communities, the water is still not safe to 
drink. 

We've worked hard on a broadbased envi- 
ronmental agenda. The Vice President has 
been of great inspiration to me in that. When 
I was a Governor, the preservation of the en- 
vironment involved things that { understood 
from my own experience. I was lucky enough 
to grow up in a national park surrounded by 
three lakes. I was never, I don’t suppose in 
my whole childhood, more than 10 minutes 
away from the mountains and the woods and 
the creeks that became all too easy for me 
to take for granted. And when Hillary and 
I had our daughter, we loved to go to the 
State parks in our home State and to expose 
her to the world of natural beauty that I took 
as a given as a child. 

Thanks to the Vice President, I’ve learned 
how all of this relates to things that are going 
on all over the world and how the phenome- 
non of global warming can radicalize our own 
weather patterns here in America and disrupt 
the future of America if we do not deal with 
the environment in a comprehensive way 
from the grassroots communities all the way 
up to the international issues. And that is 
what we are committed to doing. 

In our agenda included expanding the 
community right-to-know law, which re- 
quires industries to tell our citizens what sub- 
stances are being released into their air and 
their water. We're cutting toxic air pollution 
from chemical plants by 90 percent. Because 
of tougher clean air laws, 50 million Ameri- 
cans in 55 cities are now breathing easier. 
Stricter meat safety tests have dramatically 
reduced the chances of a child eating a ham- 
burger with the lethal E. coli bacteria. Work- 
ing with some of our countries best corporate 
citizens, we kicked dozens of dangerous 
chemicals out of the marketplace and quickly 
replaced them with safer substitutes. 

And just as important as what we have 
done is how we're doing it. The laws and 
regulations that brought our environment 
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back from the brink worked well for their 
time. But what worked yesterday may not 
work today or tomorrow. We believe in high- 
er environmental standards, but we also be- 
lieve in more partnership between environ- 
mentalists and people working in the private 
sector. We believe in more flexibility and 
more focus on results instead of rulemaking. 
We know that going through Washington 
may not be the only road to a safer and clean- 
er world. 

And so under Carol Browner’s leadership 
we're cutting paperwork at the EPA by 25 
percent. We're working with the auto compa- 
nies to develop a clean car, a partnership that 
could triple automobile mileage in the next 
few years and dramatically reduce toxic emis- 
sions into the air. 

We're asking businesses and communities 
to work together. The EPA’s new Project XL 
encourages responsible companies to find in- 
expensive, efficient ways to exceed pollution 
standards. And if they can, they can get rid 
of the rule book. We’re interested in the re- 
sults, not the rules. 

Our commonsense initiative for small busi- 
ness emphasizes results, not punishment. If 
a small business makes a mistake and is com- 
mitted to fixing that mistake, we will waive 
the fine if they repair the problem—excuse 
me, my wife and daughter and I have been 
passing around the last cold of winter, you'll 
have to indulge me. This new way of doing 
business overturns the conventional wisdom 
that we have to somehow choose between 
the health of our environment and the health 
of our economy. 

Look at the last 3 years. We have stepped 
up efforts to protect the environment in the 
last 3 years. We've also stepped up efforts 
to advance the economy. We have a cleaner 
environment and 8.4 million new jobs. You 
do not have to choose between the two. 

It used to be said that if you had a commit- 
ment to a clean environment it would be es- 

ially burdensome for small businesses. 
Well, we not only have the lowest combined 
rates of employment and inflation in 27 
years, we have set records in each of the last 
3 years for new small business formation. It 
is a myth. You do not have to choose between 
the environment and the economy. Indeed, 
I submit to you that good environmental pol- 
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icy will grow the economy, especially the 
kind of good high-wage jobs we need more 
of in America. 

Now, if this legacy of environmental pro- 
tection has been good for all Americans and 
it’s been bipartisan for 25 years and it clearly 
is not hurting our ability to generate jobs in 
a world where the other wealthy economies 
of the world are struggling, struggling to cre- 
ate jobs, why would we abandon 25 years 
of bipartisan commitment when there are 
new challenges that have to be met and 
when, in fact, a lot of people who worry about 
their ability to have these good high-wage 
jobs in yesterday's economic organizations 
should be looking to tomorrow’s environ- 
mental opportunities as a way to create those 
jobs? Why would we do that? 

Because in the last year a small army of 
very powerful lobbyists literally have de- 
scended on Capitol Hill as if they owned the 
place. They have mounted a full-scale attack 
on our environmental laws and on our public 
health protections. Some in this Congress ac- 
tually allowed these lobbyists to sit down at 
the table in the committee rooms and rewrite 
these important environmental laws, from 
gutting enforcement of clean air and clean 
water, to weakening community right-to- 
know, to selling off our great and precious 
store of public lands to the highest bidder, 
to tying up our enforcement agencies in liti- 
gation. This Congress has mounted the most 
aggressive anti-environmental campaign in 
our history. And I am proud that we have 
stood against that. 

Now, because the Congress knew that the 
American people would never put up with 
an outright repeal of these laws, they also 
took another, more subtle, approach. They 
tried to take the environmental cop off the 
beat by simply cutting resources for health 
and safety protection. And I’m proud we 
stood against that, too. 

We have fought off a lot this year, but you 
know and I know the fight is far from over. 
This budget impasse has been used by Con- 
gress, and this crazy way of running the Gov- 
ernment by continuing resolution instead of 
a budget, to slowly and quietly keep the EPA 
from doing its job. The EPA is now operating 
at about a 15 percent cut from its last year’s 


budget. 
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So what happens? They get what they want 
by indirection. The Agency is running behind 
on its inspections. There have been delays 
in putting in place safeguards to keep things 
like cryptosporidium out of our drinking 
water. Now, that’s a big word, but you'll know 
what it is when I remind you that that’s what 
killed all those people in Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin. We don’t want it in our drinking water. 
We need to get it out and get it out now. 

And cleanup has stopped on more than 60 
toxic waste sites around the country, includ- 
ing the one the Vice President and I just vis- 
ited at Wallington. There are 14 in New Jer- 
sey, 17 in New York, and it is wrong. And 
if that weren’t enough, the funding on the 
current continuing resolution runs out on 
Friday. And Congress again is threatening to 
shut down the Government for a third time 
unless I accept their drastic cuts in the envi- 
ronment and education, Medicare and Med- 
icaid. Let me make something clear. It was 
wrong for them to shut down the Govern- 
ment the first time because I wouldn’t accept 
the cuts. It was wrong the second time. And 
three wrongs on the environment do not 
make a right. 

Let me remind all of you, my fellow Amer- 
icans, without regard to your party, we can 
balance the budget in 7 years and protect 
the health and safety of our people. We have 
identified $700 billion in savings common to 
both plans that will still permit us to protect 
the environment, invest in education, protect 
Medicare and Medicaid, grow the economy, 
and get rid of the deficit. That is what we 
ought to do. 

And in this budget I challenge Congress 
also to join me in adopting our brownfields 
initiative. The brownfields initiative encour- 
ages businesses and communities to turn old 
polluted sites into homes for safe and sustain- 
able businesses. Now, this effort that we’ve 
had under way has already created jobs in 
29 different communities. To include more 
of them, we have made it clear that 
brownfields purchasers will not be liable for 
the mess they inherited and neither will 
those who lend to them to finance the clean- 
up. 

Today I’m proposing the next step in revi- 
talizing these communities, a brownfields tax 
initiative for those who clean up and rede- 
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velop contaminated abandoned properties. A 
$2 billion tax incentive targeted specifically 
to areas where the poverty rate is 20 percent 
or higher, to make it possible for brownfields 
investors to deduct their cleanup expenses 
immediately and cut the cost for this type 
of investment in half. That will bring jobs 
to the places that have missed out on this 
recovery. 

This proposal is expected to spur $10 bil- 
lion in private investments nationwide, to re- 
turn to productive use as many as 30,000 
brownfields throughout the United States. It 
is fully paid for in my 7-year balanced budg- 
et. It is good for Americans, and I urge Con- 
gress to join me in making it happen. 

Now this brownfields effort is only part of 
the larger picture of environmental efforts 
we are making. Look what I saw today in 
Wallington. We have to repair the Superfund 
toxic waste cleanup program. Superfund has 
been an important tool in helping us to pro- 
tect the environment. In the past 16 years, 
toxic waste has been removed from more 
than 3,000 sites. And in the last 3 years, I 
am proud of the fact that our administration 
has completed more cleanups than in the 
previous 12 years. We need to keep doing 
this until the job is done. 

My fellow Americans, we have reached the 
limit, unfortunately, of what we can do alone. 
We have to have help with Congress to cure 
the remaining problems with the Superfund. 
Small businesses and communities trapped 
in the liability net, lenders afraid to finance 
cleanups—all these have to do with the way 
the law is written. And only Congress can 
change it. Only Congress can finish the job. 
They should do it the right way, by making 
sure, as Senator Lautenberg says, that pollut- 
ers pay. Right now, Congress is moving for- 
ward with Superfund legislation that would 
let polluters off the hook and make the tax- 
payers pay. I don’t think the taxpayers should 
pay when the polluters can pay. That is 
wrong. 

All of you have been very patient to listen 
to us today make our plea for a new biparti- 
san commitment to the protection of the en- 
vironment. But all of you here know that our 
ability to make America strong in the 21st 
century and to keep our people living in the 
place of greatest possibility in the world is 
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clearly, clearly based on our ability to con- 
tinue to make progress in the environment. 

As President I take no particular pleasure 
in exercising the power of the veto. | like 
to get things done. I like to move things for- 
ward. I like to work with people who have 
different ideas in a positive way. But when 
it comes to protecting our air, our food, our 
water, I cannot sacrifice America’s values and 
America’s future, or America’s health and 
safety. It is important to remember—let me 
say again, as so many have said—that this 
current state of affairs that we have endured 
for over a year now is a drastic aberration 
from the pattern of a previous generation. 

When Jim Florio was in Congress working 
with Senator Lautenberg and Congressman 
Torricelli and others on the Superfund legis- 
lation, people knew that these were things 
Republicans and Democrats did together be- 
cause it was good for America. The natural 
blessings gave this country were not 


given to Democrats or Republicans because 
of their political party. They were given to 
— who live on this particular piece of 


s good Earth, and we had better go back 
to protecting them together. 

Robert Frost once wrote, “The land was 
ours before we were the land. Our environ- 
ment is fundamentally us. Its well-being is 
ours. And when we revitalize it we nourish 
our souls and restore our communities.” I 
thank you for coming here today. I thank you 
for your good citizenship. I ask you in this 
coming year to exercise that citizenship to 
make sure that when we leave this Earth it 
is cleaner and fresher and purer than we 
found it. That is our fundamental obligation. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in the 
Rothman Center Auditorium at Fairleigh Dickin- 
son University. In his remarks, he referred to 
Frank Mertz, president, Fairleigh Dickinson Uni- 
versity, and Mayor John F. Zisa of Hackensack. 


Remarks on Receiving the Lrish- 
American of the Year Award in 
New York City 

March 11, 1996 


Senator Kennedy, Ambassador Kennedy 
Smith, Niall O'Dowd, ladies and gentlemen. 
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Senator Kennedy just told me that I could 
keep the gift under the new ethics law 
by Congress, and I intend to do it. [Laughter] 

To John Hume and Albert Reynolds and 
all my many friends in the audience, all the 
distinguished Irish-Americans who are 
here—mayors, other public officials, leaders 
of business, to Anjelica Huston and Liam 
Neeson. It’s a great tribute, don’t you think, 
to the versatility of Irishmen that Liam 
Neeson could make such a big impression 
wearing a Scottish kilt? [Laughter] 

I feel a great deal of gratitude to many 
here in this audience. It’s a great privilege 
to me to accept this award from one our Na- 
tion’s most extraordinary Irish-Americans, 
Jean Kennedy Smith, and your last year’s 
honoree. She had a large hand in the positive 
developments of the last 3 years. Her com- 
mitment was tireless and so was her willing- 
ness to pick up the telephone and call the 
President. [Laughter] She has earned the 
gratitude of everyone here. 

I also want to thank Senator Kennedy, not 
only for his work on this issue but for stand- 
ing up for the interests of ordinary Americans 
and forgotten people here and all over the 
world for more than three decades now. This 
country is more in his debt than most will 
ever know. 

I thank Senator Dodd and Congressman 
King and Congressman Manton and the 
other Members of the United States Con- 
gress who have stood for the cause of Ireland. 
I’m delighted to be here with a number of 
the Irish-Americans in my administration 
who are among those being honored tonight: 
Secretary of Education, Dick Riley; the 
Peace Corps Director, Mark Gearan; those 
on the White House staff, Kitty Higgins, 
Katie McGinty, Susan Brophy, Nancy 
Soderberg, who wanted to put an “O” and 
an apostrophe in front of her last name, so 
as not to be questioned, I want to thank Niall 
for what he said about Nancy Soderberg’ and 
Tony Lake. They also had a very profound 
role in the work that our administration was 
able to do. 

I would also, since I’m here in New York, 
like to begin with something that’s not in my 
notes. I was a young student in England 
when the Troubles began. And as an Amer- 
ican acutely aware of his Irish roots, I was 
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deeply interested in it and troubled by it. But 
time took me in a different direction. I went 
back home, I lived a different life, I missed 
a lot of what happened between then and 
4 years ago. 

My second Irish journey really began here 
in New York City, and at least three of those 
who took me on it are here tonight, and I'd 
like to thank them for what they did. My 
law school friend and longtime friend, former 
Congressman Bruce Morrison, Congressman 
Tom Manton and Paul O’Dwyer. Thank you, 
Bruce; thank you, Tom; thank you, Paul. 

We all know that we come tonight in cele- 
bration that is not as unambiguous as we 
might have hoped. We come here to face 
the continuing challenge of our Irish herit- 
age. Tonight, in the land of our ancestors, 
the future once again is at a crossroads. And, 
once again, each of us must do our part to 
safeguard the promise, the precious promise 
of peace. 

This matters to America, to all who believe 
that those children have a right to grow up 
free of fear. That is why we have worked 
so closely with all of the parties and the peo- 
ple on all sides of the conflict—the Catholics, 
the Protestants, the Nationalists, the Union- 
ists, the Irish, and the British—that is why 
I granted a visa to Gerry Adams and why 
I hosted the White House Conference on 
Trade and Investment, why we were the first 
administration ever to support the Inter- 
national Fund for Ireland, why I was willing 
to ask our remarkable natural resource, 
former Senator George Mitchell, to go and 
stick his hand in the wheel, and why I be- 
came the first President sitting in office to 
visit Northern Ireland last year. 

As Senator Kennedy was talking about 
President Kennedy's trip there, I couldn't 
help remembering those days, even though 
they deprived me because of what we were 
trying to do to make peace in Bosnia, of the 
opportunity to play Ballybunion—they were 
still the best days of my life. [Laughter] 

And when I came home with the seared, 
vivid memories of the faces of the people 
in the Shankills and the Falls, lining the roads 
to greet us as we made our way through 
town, the men and women of both traditions 
on the floor at Mackie’s Plant, the two little 
children, one Catholic and one Protestant 
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who introduced me and who have now been 
to visit me in the Oval Office, the crowd I 
saw in Derry, all the music I heard, all the 
things I saw, I realized that in my life I might 
never have 2 days like that again. But ! also 
realized that the romance of the moment 
cannot strip us of the keen awareness that 
the work is not yet done. 

The people of Northern Ireland have 
clearly chosen peace. They have chosen dia- 
log over division. They do not deserve to have 
a small group choose bloodshed and violence 
and shatter their dreams. And we must not 
allow those who have been hardened by the 
past to hijack the future of the children of 
Northern Ireland. 

I want to say, as I have on many occasions, 
how much I appreciate the risks that have 
been taken and the efforts that have been 
made by both the Irish and British Govern- 
ments, by Albert Reynolds and his successor, 
John Bruton, Prime Minister Major. The 
February 28th announcement by the Gov- 
ernments was a milestone achievement. A 
firm date has been set for all party talks. And 
that is, after all, what we have all been work- 
ing for. Violence has no place in this process. 
The cease-fire has got to be restored. 

We Americans who so proudly call our- 
selves Irish must speak with one voice on 
this issue. Those of you who stood with me 
when we took the first steps here that no 
American Government has taken before, you 
especially, must speak with one voice on this 
issue. The future must belong to those who 
build, not those who maim and destroy. All 
the Irish-American community must, must 
urge our friends on the other side of the 
vcean to banish the specter of violence once 
and for all. 

For our part, we will continue to work 
closely with the Irish and British Govern- 
ments and the parties involved to support 
their efforts to end the violence and to 
achieve a lasting peace. From our battle of 
independence right down to the present day, 
the Irish have defended and built and blessed 
our Nation. Of all the gifts we can offer them 
in return, perhaps the most precious is the 
example of what can happen when people 
find strength instead of weakness in their di- 
versity. We know it is hard to do, but we 
also reaped the richness of the prize. 
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We are proud to waik with those who seek 
peace, from Northern Ireland to the Middle 
East, to Bosnia, to Haiti, all across this planet. 
Our aim there, as everywhere, is not to im- 
pose peace. We couldn’t do that even if we 
were asked to do so. People must make their 
own peace in their minds and in their hearts. 
But we know that America at this moment 
in time, and especially with regard to Ireland, 
can play a special role. We will keep our com- 
mitment to do all we can to create a climate 
for peace to take hold and to flourish, to 
stand with those who take risks for peace 
through the good times and the bad, to 
counter the forces of hatred and division 
wherever they appear. 

Since the first settlers came to our shores, 
Irish, Protestant, and Catholic together have 
added to our strength. Tomorrow, as I’m sure 
most of you know, I leave on a different mis- 
sion of peace. I’m going to Sharm al-Sheikh 
in Egypt, where leaders from the Middle 
East and around the world will stand as one 
for peace in the Middle East, together to 
combat the merchants of hatred with every 
means at our command, together to join our 
strength and our commitment to carry the 
peace process forward there. 

We must not let the terrorists in the Mid- 
dle East have the victory they seek, the death 
of the very hope for peace. I ask for your 
prayers on that mission, as well. The solidar- 
ity of peacemakers in this world today must 
be stronger than bullets or bombs. The will 
of the people for peace is more powerful than 
the impulse to division, and we must not stop 
until peace has been secured. 

I have a better understanding now than 
I did when I went to Ireland of the long 
struggle within the souls of the Irish people 
over the last few decades. When I came 
home, having had the opportunity to meet 
Seamus Heaney, as he said in his letter to 
the Ambassador, I was profoundly honored 
that he autographed a copy of the “The Cure 
at Troy” for my wife, not for me—{leugh- 
ter|—wisely picking the more literate in our 
family. [Laughter] 

But for me he hand-wrote out the lines 
from that magnificent work that I spoke in 
Derry. And so I framed them and put them 
in my personal office at the White House, 
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“The moment where hope and _ history 
rhyme.” And after I got back I asked a friend 
of mine who is a writer to get me a copy 
of Seamus Heaney’s address upon receiving 
the Nobel Prize. And I read it. And if you 
have not read it, I commend it to you. It 
is an astonishing journey of the soul, a jour- 
ney of personal courage, a fight against cyni- 
cism and giving up, a fight against the anger 
and anguish that comes from feeling impo- 
tent in the face of larger events. 

I imagine it describes the same journey 
of the heart that our friend John Hume has 
taken in his own way over the last several 
years. I say that because the truth is, no one 
knows whether human nature craves domi- 
nance and division over peace and hope, but 
we all believe we know, and in the believing 
we can make a new reality. 

We cannot let our children grow up in the 
world toward which we are moving, where 
events are unfolding at such a rapid pace and 
people are being thrown against each other 
with greater intensity than ever before, and 
huge decisions that involve the very survival 
of the ecostructure of the planet will have 
to be made. We cannot afford to let another 
generation of young people grow up believ- 
ing that it’s more important to define them- 
selves in terms of who they are not, instead 
of what they are. And that, in the end, is 
the great struggle that every generation, that 
every nation, that every community, that 
every family, that every person must wage. 

If we believe we are children of God, then 
what is important is what we are, not what 
we are not. And that is the gift that Irish- 
Americans must give to Ireland in our life- 
time. 


Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Norte: The President spoke at 6:58 p.m. in the 
ballroom at the Plaza Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to U.S. Ambassador to Ireland Jean Ken- 
nedy Smith; Niall O’Dowd, publisher, Irish Amer- 
ica; John Hume, leader, Northern Ireland Social 
Democratic and Labor Party; former Prime Min- 
ister Albert Reynolds of Ireland; actors Anjelica 
Huston and Liam Neeson; Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams; Prime Minister John Bruton of Ireland; 
and Prime Minister John Major of Great Britain. 
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Remarks at a Democratic 
Congressional Campaign Committee 
Dinner in New York City 

March 11, 1996 


Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker— 
{laughter|—it has a nice ring to it. Thank 
you, Dick Gephardt, for your words and for 
your work, and thank you for not losing heart 
in the last year and for helping me to carry 
on the struggle that we have fought in Wash- 
ington. 

Thank you, Martin Frost, for your energy. 
When Martin Frost was up here announcing 
that this was the most successful event by 
the Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee ever held outside Washington I 
thought, my God, even people in New York 
can’t tell him no. [Laughter] Just anything 
to get him off the phone. [Laughter] | still 
don’t know how many things are in Martin 
Frost’s district just because I wanted to stop 
having him walk a dog to the bone. He’s 
great. We are very fortunate to have Martin 
Frost in this position of leadership at this 
time, and I am making fun of him only be- 
cause of my affection and admiration for him 
and for the efforts that he’s made. 

I thank Congressman Rangel and all the 
members of the New York delegation, all the 
members of the New Jersey delegation who 
are here; all the other officials, my former 
colleagues and good friends, Jim Florio and 
Mario Cuomo; and to all of you who have 
come to help in this important endeavor, 
thank you very much. 

I was thinking tonight about what, if any- 
thing, I could say that you all haven’t heard 
before, or whether I could say it in a different 
way. Some of you have heard me say this 
but a few years ago Tina Turner came to Lit- 
tle Rock to give a concert, and the man that 
ran the place where the concert was knew 
that I was a big Tina Turner fan so he gave 
me six tickets. And so I got up a bunch of 
my staff and we went to the concert. Nor- 
mally, I had these tickets. When I got tickets 
they were carefully buried in the middle of 
the crowd so I wouldn’t be noticed. The Gov- 
ernor doesn’t like to be noticed at rock con- 
certs. [Laughter] 

This time, he put them on the front row. 
So there I was watching Tina Turner and that 
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tenor saxophone player of hers that looks like 
he could bench press 500 pounds on a cold 
day; and she gave the wt concert and at 
the end of the concert she sang her first big 
hit, “Proud Mary.” And she started to sing 
it, the band was playing the introduction, the 
crowd started dota and she said, “You 
know something? I’ve been singing this song 
for 25 years, and it gets better every time 
I sing it.” [Laughter] So I was thinking, what 
can I say that would kind of replicate that? 
[Laughter] 

You all know why you are here. What I'd 
like to do is to put it in some larger context. 
You heard Dick Gephardt say what I believe 
deeply to be the truth: The American people 
are living through the period of most pro- 
found change in the way we work since we 
moved from being an agricultural to an in- 
dustrial society. And when you do that it 
changes the way you live, just as it did 100 
years ago when we moved from the rural 
areas to cities and towns. 

Now we are changing the way we work; 
we are changing the nature of the workplace; 
we are changing the nature of the global mar- 
kets, and it’s thrown everything up in the air. 
It is an age of enormous possibility, in which 
people expect those in public life to change 
in a manner that is appropriate to the chal- 
lenges of the time. That is at least the consist- 
ent thread you can see in the recent elec- 
tions. 

Now in 1992 most people thought the race 
was between candidates who wished to have 
change in America and those who thought 
we were getting along all right just by going 
along. In 1996, the election will be between 
two very different visions of change. And it 
is very important that every American under- 
stand that. There is no status quo option in 
this election. There should not be a status 
quo option in this election, but the change 
could hardly be more profound than the two 
different visions offered in this election, as 
you can see now from 3 years of experience. 

When I ran for President in 1992 I did 
it for pretty straightforward reasons: I wanted 
my country to go into the 21st century with 
the American dream available to every man 
and woman, every boy and girl, without re- 
gard to race, religion, or background, who 
was willing to work for it. I wanted to see 
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our country continue to be the world’s leader 
for peace and freedom, for prosperity and 
security, in an evermore interdependent but 
still quite dangerous and unsettled world. 
And I wanted to see this country come to- 
gether again around its basic values of re- 
sponsibility along with opportunity, of family 
and work, and of community. I was tired then 
and I'll tell you something, I’m more tired 
today at seeing people who try to constantly 
divide the American people at election time 
for short-term political advantage in ways 
that clearly undermine the long-term inter- 
ests of this country, and I hope you are, too. 

Now if you look at the last 3 years and 
you look at where we’re going, for my money 
it is clear which direction we should take and 
what kind of change we should have. In 1993, 
the Members that are here took a very coura- 
geous stand against unanimous opposition 
from the other party and said we had to re- 
duce the deficit, but we had to reduce it in 
a way that would still permit us enough funds 
to invest in education, in research, in tech- 
nology, in building the future of the Amer- 
ican economy. They said if we did it our way 
we would have a recession, and therefore 
they would not support us. We now have 3 
years of evidence. They were wrong. They 
were wrong. Interest rates came down; in- 
vestment went up. We learned last month 
now that in the fast 3 years and 1 month, 
8.4 million jobs have come into the American 
economy—each year higher wage jobs than 
the year before. 

Four years ago only 20 percent of a modest 
number of new jobs were high-wage jobs. In 
1995 over 55 percent of the new jobs were 
high-wage jobs. We’re generating more jobs 
and they’re better jobs because the strategy 
is the right one. Why, if we’re following a 
strategy that is right, would we want to take 
a right turn, a severe right turn to follow a 
strategy that was wrong the last time it was 


tried? 


If you look at the role this country is play- 
ing in the world, I am proud of the fact that 


there are no Russian missiles pointed at the 
United States. I am proud of the fact that 
the United States Senate has ratified the 
START II treaty. I am proud of the fact that 
we have been a force for peace and freedom 
from Haiti to Northern Ireland, from the 
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Middle East to Bosnia. I’m going to get on 
an airplane tomorrow and fly to Egypt to try 
to help get the Middle East peace process 
back on track by establishing the conditions 
of security, without which no people can 
make an honorable peace. And I want your 
support in that. 

I’m proud of the fact that after 6 years 
of haggling around, the Members here 
passed a balanced crime bill that put another 
100,000 people on the street in police uni- 
forms and that the crime rate is coming down 
all across America and that the poverty rate 
and the welfare rolls are down. I am proud 
of that. Now does that mean that we should 
run on our record? No. But our record is 
an indication that we know what we’re doing 
and that the direction is right, that the pace 
of change—the direction of change is right. 

As I said in my State of the Union Address, 
there are all kinds of things going on in this 
world because of the pace of change that are 
apparently contradictory. I was in New Jersey 
today, and they were asking me about the 
corporations that are downsizing their em- 
ployees there. How can we be creating 8.4 
million jobs and people be losing jobs? I 
know that there are hourly wage earners that 
have not gotten a raise. I know there are 
areas in the inner cities and rural areas that 
have still not gotten the benefits of the eco- 
nomic recovery. 

But let’s start with first things first: Do no 
harm. The 8.4 million jobs we have in this 
country in the last 3 years is the sum total 
of the net jobs generated by all the big seven 
economies in the world; that is the other six 
have netted out zero, and we've netted out 
8.4 million. So let’s not diminish what has 
been done. We have to continue to create 
the jobs. 

Then we have to create the conditions of 
economic security without undermining the 
dynamism of the economy. The old safety 
net systems we had don’t work anymore be- 
cause the nature of work and the nature of 
the workplace is changing. We have to find 
new ways to do that without undermining the 
dynamism of the economy. We can do it. We 
can do it. 

I'll just give you one example. There is a 
bill on the floor of the Senate right now that 
has been voted out of the committee that 
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has about 50 cosponsors, Republican and 
Democrat, which says simply that you can’t 
lose your health insurance if you have to 
change jobs or if somebody in your family 
gets sick. The business lobbies and the labor 
groups are all for it; only the health insurance 
groups are opposing it. And it has not been 
brought to a vote. But that is wrong. That 
bill should pass. That is the kind of thing 
we need to do, and you ought to ask for it 
to be. 

We have to find new and innovative ways 
to make it easier for small businesses to take 
out 401(k) pension plans and for people to 
keep their pensions when they change jobs. 
We have to set up education and training 
opportunities that are immediately there 
when people are dislocated and that are 
there for a lifetime. In the tax cut proposal 
that I have made, I think the most important 
tax cut we could give the American people 
is a tax deduction for all costs of education 
after high school for up to $10,000 a year. 
That is the sort of thing we ought to be doing. 

If you look at this whole area of education, 
this is a big area. We know that the added 
benefits of education to income, to produc- 
tivity, to being able to find a new job when 
you're dislocated are far greater now than 
they were just 10 years ago. The earnings 
gap between high school graduates and col- 
lege graduates in their first year of work has 
doubled in a decade. We know that. 

Therefore, we should be investing in the 
potential of our young people, starting with 
Head Start. We should help schools who are 
willing to go for national standards of excel- 
lence and be held accountable for them but 
who have poor children and limited re- 
sources to get the help they need as long 
as they’re shooting for higher standards and 
they’re being held accountable. We should 
do more to help people with good loan pro- 
grams and good scholarship programs, not 
less. The people who want to cut education 
funding would make all of our economic 
problems worse. If you want to see the Amer- 
ican people grow and grow together, be for 
the party that is for investing in education 
in ways that will have returns to the American 
economy and for all people. 

Today the Vice President and I were in 
New Jersey talking about another one of our 
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great challenges. We visited a Superfund site 
that has only been partially cleaned up. And 
we cannot finish the cleanup because the 
Congress in this year is running the Govern- 
ment by continuing resolution with a big cut 
in environmental enforcement. And they 
wanted to pass a huge cut in environmental 
enforcement as a part of the budget bill that 
covers the EPA. 

Now, you have to decide. They believe that 
we have to give up on a lot of environmental 

rotection to grow the economy, and that the 
best thing you can do for the economy is just 
to get out of that whole business and let the 
ple who were affected come in and re- 
write the laws however they like. We believe 
that you can grow the economy over the long 
run only by protecting the environment. We 
have not been bullheaded about this. We’ve 
cut back on a lot of bureaucracy that was 
unnecessary. We have moved prospective 
Superfund sites that really weren't polluted 
out of that category so that they can be devel- 
oped in cities all across America. We have 
worked in unique partnerships with busi- 
nesses from the Big Three on a clean car 
that will triple automobile mileage to 50 or 
60 companies now that we have said if you 
could meet the clean air and clean water 
standards on your own, you can throw away 
the rule book; all we want are results. But 
we will never, never knowingly do anything 
that will undermine the environmental future 
of this country. 

If you want to create more high-wage jobs, 
if you are concerned about people in a lot 
of these big companies that are being dis- 
located, invest more in the companies of the 
future that will be cleaning up the environ- 
ment and preserving the environment. It is 
good for the economy, and it is essential for 
our quality of life. It’s a big choice for you 
to make. 

Two very different views of change. If you 
look at the challenge of crime and drugs and 
violence, it is still a huge challenge. Last 
week we kicked off the new tenure of our 
drug czar, Gen. Barry McCaffrey, who was, 
until he retired as a four-star general and the 
commander of our Southern Command 
south of our borders, the most decorated 
American soldier still in uniform. He is a 
good man and a brilliant man who believes 
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we have to have a combination of enforce- 

ment to interdict drugs before they come 

into the country, enforcement of the laws 

here, and prevention and treatment pro- 
ams. 

If you believe that we have to have a bal- 
anced approach to that, that is our view of 
the world of the future. If you look at the 
crime bill, we finally have done something 
as a country that is working on crime. For 
years the American people thought it 
wouldn’t work. Mr. Schumer carried on his 
long and lonely battle for the assault weapons 
ban. Thank you, sir. 

The battle for the Brady bill, far more par- 
tisan than it should have been. When I went 
up to New Hampshire not very long ago, I 
was talking to a lot of those folks and I said, 
you know, in New Hampshire and Arkansas 
where I come from, more than half the adults 
have a hunting or fishing license or both. We 
lost a Congressman in New Hampshire in 
1994 because he voted for the assault weap- 
ons ban. I told him, I said, you know, you 
folks just had a great deer season. And con- 
trary to what they told you in 1994, every 
New Hampshire hunter who wanted to go 
deer hunting with a weapon that he had in 
1994, got to do it; they didn’t tell you the 
truth. But I'll tell you who doesn’t have guns, 
over 60,000 felons couldn’t get a gun because 
of the Brady bill. We were right and they 
were wrong. They were wrong. 

The program to put 100,000 police officers 
on the street is plainly working to drive down 
the crime rate. The police commissioner of 
this city was on the cover of one of our major 
magazines just a few weeks ago because of 
the success of community policing. We are 
now making community policing possible all 
across America. I have been in community 
after community where police chief after po- 
lice chief has come up and said, Mr. Presi- 
dent, the National Government never did 
anything for us before, never really did any- 
thing for us to help us fight crime. But those 
community police officers, they're helping us 
to prevent crime. 

We can’t jail our way out of this crisis. We 
have to get to know the people on each block. 
We have to get to know these kids. We've 
got to make it safe to walk to school. We've 
got to increase security by preventing crime. 
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Community policing works. Their answer is 
to turn it into a block grant and hope for 
the best. Our answer is to stay with the law 
enforcement people of this country and do 
what works. It’s a big difference, two dif- 
ferent views of change. And the American 
people will have to decide. If we’re bringing 
down the crime rate and people desperately, 
desperately want to be safe on their streets, 
why in the wide world would we take a dra- 
matic u-turn and move away from a strategy 
that is making the American people safer? 
That is the right thing to do, and these 
Democrats need your help so that we can 
stop any attempt to back away from some- 
thing that is lowering the crime rate and mak- 
ing the American people safe. 

You know, we talk a lot about families and 
family values. Well, in the last 3 years, maybe 
the best thing we did for family values was 
to pass the family and medical leave law. I’m 
proud of that. I wish it hadn’t been as par- 
tisan an issue as it was. We had a few mem- 
bers of the other party for it. 

We've worked hard, the Vice President 
and I have, for the V-chip and the tele- 
communications bill, and I thank Congress- 
man Markey who is here, who really was the 
father of that fight, trying to improve the 
quality of television that our children see. 

I guess it just depends on how you define 
it, but you know, the real family heroes to 
me in this country are the millions of parents 
that tomorrow will get up and go to work. 
They'll work full-time, all week, for the mini- 
mum wage, for $4.25 an hour. And they'll 
come home and try to raise their kids on it, 
and they'll obey the law and pay their taxes, 
do their best to get by. If we don’t raise that 
minimum wage within a year, it will be at 
a 40-year Jow in terms of what it will buy. 
I don’t know about you, but that’s not my 
idea of the 21st century America I want. The 
Democrats are, I believe, to a person for rais- 
ing the minimum wage. And we can’t even 
get a vote on it. That is the difference in 
our approach from theirs. 

And let me just say, in the end I think 
it all comes down to what you think our role 
is together. If you were to ask me: Mr. Presi- 
dent, what is the most important lesson you 
have learned as President? I would say it is 
that we don’t do very well when we're di- 
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vided, but when we're united, the American 
people never lose. And I believe the role of 
our Government in Washington should be to 
help individuals and families and commu- 
nities make the most of their own lives and 
to meet these challenges of the future, to 
build stronger families and better childhoods 
for all children; not, not under the guise of 
a popular label like welfare reform, be tough 
on children. We should be tough on work, 
not tough on children. 

We should build an educational system 
that gives everybody opportunities for a life- 
time. We should build a new fabric of eco- 
nomic security for everyone willing to work 
for it, that does not undermine the » hedeee 
of the American economy, which is the envy 
of the world. We should continue the fight 
against crime and violence in ways that will 
work. We should continue the struggle to 
meet our environmental challenges in ways 
that will enhance our economy and protect 
our precious quality of life. We should not 
withdraw from a world that needs our leader- 
ship for peace and freedom. 

And yes we should continue to reform the 
Government. But my fellow Americans, let 
me remind you that the Federal Government 
today is the smallest it’s been since 1965, 
under legislation adopted entirely by Mem- 
bers of our party, without a single, solitary 
vote from the other side, not one. We are 
removing 16,000 pages of regulation from the 
books that we think are not necessary. But 
what we do not wish to remove is the ability 
of your Nation to work together, to strength- 
en the childhoods of poor children in Amer- 
ica, to help those working families out there 
who have children with disabilities, to recog- 
nize the dignity of people who have to rely 
on Medicare and Medicaid for their health 
care in this world. 

We don’t believe we should walk away 
from our partnership with the police on the 
beat or our partnership with the teachers in 
the classroom or our partnership with our 
allies around the world for peace and free- 
dom. 

So I say again, if you ask me to put it in 
a word, it is: Do you believe we're all in this 
together, or would you rather go back to the 
time when Americans were left to fend for 
themselves? 
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This is not about big Government. The era 
of big Government if over. It’s about whether 
you want a weak, divided Government that 
says, I hope you do well, but you’re out there 
on your own. The American people don’t 
want that. When there is a disaster, nobody 
wants a weak Emergency Management 
Agency. When a small business person needs 
to start a business, nobody wants a weak SBA. 
Do you know that your SBA, your Small 
Business Administration—we’ve cut the 
budget and doubled the loan volume in the 
last 3 years? And we had to, because we have 
to make up in new businesses what we’re los- 
ing in big businesses. 

Businesses owned by women alone have 
created more jobs in the last 3 years than 
the Fortune 500 have laid off. And the Small 
Business Administration helped that. So we 
can do a lot of talk about how nice it would 
be if we had 20 more seats and Dick Gep- 
hardt were Speaker and all of that, that would 
be really nice for all of us who have to work 
for you. But the main thing is what your life 
and your children’s life and your country is 
going to be like. And I’m telling you this elec- 
tion is about two very different visions of 
change. There is no status quo option. 

And you now have a clear, unambiguous 
record of where we stand and where they 
stand on all the critical issues for the future. 
And I ask you not just to stop with the con- 
tribution you made tonight, but as citizens 
in every way you can, with all your voice and 
all your heart and all your energy to say to 
all your friends from now until November: 
We have to go forward together. We have 
to do this together. We can’t go back to a 
time when the American people were told 
to fend for themselves. When we are to- 
gether, we never lose. The 21st century can 
be America’s greatest time if we will go there 
together. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. on the 
roof at the St. Regis Hotel. In his remarks, he 
referred to Congressman Martin Frost, chairman, 
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee; 
former Gov. Jim Florio of New Jersey; former 
Gov. Mario Cuomo of New York; and entertainer 
Tina Turner. 
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Proclamation 687 1—National Poison 
Prevention Week, 1996 


March 11, 1996 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


As we recognize National Poison Preven- 
tion Week, we can be proud of the 35 years 
— health efforts that have dramatically 
reduced the number of childhood deaths 
caused by poisoning. Measures such as child- 
resistant packaging and the lifesaving work 
of poison prevention experts have raised 
awareness of this important issue and given 
families and caregivers strategies to safe- 
guard young people from harm. 

Nevertheless, the American Association of 
Poison Control Centers estimates that over 
one million children each year are exposed 
to potentially toxic household materials. The 
Poison Prevention Week Council, a coalition 
of 38 national organizations dedicated to 
ending this threat, distributes valuable infor- 
mation to poison control centers, phar- 
macies, public health departments, ne oth- 
ers to aid community poison prevention ef- 
forts. In addition, the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission has long required child- 
resistant packaging for a number of medi- 
cines and household chemicals. The recent 
development of such packaging that is easier 
for adults to open will mean more conscien- 
tious use of hazardous products and a de- 
creased risk of accidental poisoning. 

This week and throughout the year, we 
must remember that small safety measures— 
such as using child-resistant packaging cor- 
rectly and keeping harmful substances locked 
away from children—can save lives. And if 
a poisoning occurs, a poison control center 
can offer emergency intervention. By keep- 
ing these simple measures in mind, we can 
better protect our children and make home 
safety a routine part of our daily lives. 

To encourage the American people to 
learn more about the dangers of accidental 
poisoning and to take preventive steps, the 
Congress, by Public Law 87-319 (75 Stat. 
681), has authorized and requested the Presi- 
dent to issue a proclamation designating the 
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third week of March of each year as “Na- 
tional Poison Prevention Week.” 

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim March 17 through March 
23, 1996, as National Poison Prevention 
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this week by participating in appropriate 
ceremonies, activities, and educational pro- 
grams. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of March, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and twen- 
tieth. 


William J. Clinton 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:20 a.m., March 12, 1996] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 13. 


Message to the Congress on Iran 
March 11, 1996 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I hereby report to the Congress on devel- 
opments concerning the national emergency 
with respect to Iran that was declared in Ex- 
ecutive Order No. 12957 of March 15, 1995, 
and matters relating to the measures in that 
order and in Executive Order No. 12959 of 
May 6, 1995. This report is submitted pursu- 
ant to section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c) (IEEPA), and section 505(c) of the 
International Security and Development Co- 
operation Act of 1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa— 
9(c). This report discusses only matters con- 
cerning the national emergency with respect 
to Iran that was declared in Executive Order 
No. 12957 and matters relating to that Exec- 
utive order and Executive Order No. 12959. 

1. On March 15, 1995, I issued Executive 
Order No. 12957 (60 Fed. Reg. 14615, March 
17, 1995) to declare a national emergency 
with respect to Iran pursuant to IEEPA, and 
to prohibit the financing, management, or su- 
pervision by U.S. persons of the development 
of Iranian petroleum resources. This action 
was in response to actions and policies of the 
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Government of Iran, including support for 
international terrorism, efforts to undermine 
the Middle East peace process, and the ac- 
quisition of weapons of mass destruction and 
the means to deliver them. A copy of the 
order was provided to the Congress on 
March 15, 1995. 

Following the imposition of these restric- 
tions with regard to the development of Ira- 
nian petroleum resources, Iran continued to 
engage in activities that represent a threat 
to the peace and security of all nations, in- 
cluding Iran’s continuing support for inter- 
national terrorism, its support for acts that 
undermine the Middle East peace process, 
and its intensified efforts to acquire weapons 
of mass destruction. On May 6, 1995, I issued 
Executive Order No. 12959 to further re- 
spond to the Iranian threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States. 

Executive Order No. 12959 (60 Fed. Reg. 
24757, May 9, 1995) (1) prohibits exportation 
from the United States to Iran or to the Gov- 
ernment of Iran of goods, technology, or 
services; (2) prohibits the reexportation of 
certain U.S. goods and technology to Iran 
from third countries; (3) prohibits trans- 
actions such as brokering and other dealing 
by United States persons in goods and serv- 
ices of Iranian origin or owned or controlled 
by the Government of Iran; (4) prohibits new 
investments by United States persons in Iran 
or in property owned or controlled by the 
Government of Iran; (5) prohibits U.S. com- 
panies and other United States persons from 
approving, facilitating, or financing perform- 
ance by a foreign subsidiary or other entity 
owned or controlled by a United States per- 
son of reexport, investment, and certain trade 
transactions that a United States person is 
prohibited from performing; (6) continues 
the 1987 prohibition on the importation into 
the United States of goods and services of 
Iranian origin; (7) prohibits any transaction 
by any United States person or within the 
United States that evades or avoids or at- 
tempts to violate any prohibition of the order; 
and (8) allowed U.S. companies a 30-day pe- 
riod in which to perform trade transactions 
pursuant to contracts predating the Execu- 
tive order. 
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In Executive Order No. 12959. I directed 
the Secretary of the Treasury to authorize 
through specific licensing certain trans- 
actions, including transactions by United 
States persons related to the Iran-United 
States Claims Tribunal in The Hague, estab- 
lished pursuant to the Algiers Accords, and 
related to other international obligations and 
United States Government functions, and 
transactions related to the export of agricul- 
tural commodities pursuant to preexisting 
contracts consistent with section 5712(c) of 
title 7, United States Code. I also directed 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, to consider au- 
thorizing United States persons through spe- 
cific licensing to participate in market-based 
swaps of crude oil from the Caspian Sea area 
for Iranian crude oil in support of energy 
projects in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and 
Turkmenistan. 

Executive Order No. 12959 revoked sec- 
tions 1 and 2 of Executive Order No. 12613 
of October 29, 1987, and sections 1 and 2 
of Executive Order No. 12957 of March 15, 
1995, to the extend they are inconsistent with 
it. A copy of Executive Order No. 12959 was 
transmitted to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and President of the Senate 
by letters dated May 6, 1995. 

2. There were no amendments to the Ira- 
nian Transactions Regulations, 31 CFR Part 
560 (the “ITR”) during the reporting period. 

3. During the current 6-month period, the 
Department of the Treasury's Office of For- 
eign Assets Control (FAC) made numerous 
decisions with respect to applications for li- 
censes to engage in transactions under the 
ITR, issuing 54 licensing determinations— 
both approvals and denials. The majority of 
denials were in response to requests to ex- 
tend contract performance beyond the time 
specified by Executive Order No. 12959 and 
by FAC general license. Licenses were issued 
authorizing the continued operation of Ira- 
nian diplomatic accounts, powers of attorney, 
extensions of standby letters of credit, pay- 
ments for trade transactions pursuant to con- 
tracts prior to May 6, 1995, and exportation 
of certain agricultural products contracted 
for prior to May 6, 1995. The FAC continues 
to review under section 560.528 requests for 
authorization to export and reexport goods, 
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services, and technology to ensure the safety 
of civil aviation and safe operation of U.S.- 
origin commercial passenger aircraft in Iran. 
In light of statutory restrictions applicable to 
goods and technology involved in these cases, 
Treasury continues to consult and coordinate 
with the Department of State and Commerce 
on these matters, consistent with section 4 
of Executive Order No. 12959. 

During the reporting period, FAC admin- 
istered provisions on services related to 
maintaining Iranian bank accounts and iden- 
tified and rejected Iran-related payments not 
authorized under the ITR. United States 
banks were notified that they could not proc- 
ess transactions on behalf of accounts held 
in the name of the Government of Iran or 
persons in Iran, with the exception of certain 
transactions related to interest accruals, cus- 
tomary service charges, the exportation of in- 
formation or informational material, travel- 
related remittances, donations of articles to 
relieve human suffering, or lump sum clo- 
sures of accounts by payment to their owners. 
United States banks continue to handle cer- 
tain dollar payment transactions involving 
Iran between third-country banks that do not 
involve a direct credit or debit to Iranian ac- 
counts. Noncommercial family remittances 
involving Iran must be routed to or from 
non-U.S., non-Iranian offshore banks. 

The FAC continues to coordinate closely 
with the Federal Reserve Board, the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York, and the Califor- 
nia banking authorities concerning the treat- 
ment of three Iranian bank agencies—Banks 
Sepah, Saderat, and Melli. Licenses have 
been issued to the Iranian bank agencies au- 
thorizing them to pay overhead expenses 
under the supervision of the California and 
New York banking departments while meet- 
ing obligations incurred prior to May 6, 1995. 
Authorization expired at the end of Decem- 
ber, which had enabled them to make pay- 
ments to U.S. exporters under letters of cred- 
it advised prior to June 6, 1995, where the 
underlying exports were completed in ac- 
cordance with the Regulations or a specific 
license issued by FAC. The FAC also had 
permitted the agencies to offer discounted 
advance payments on deferred payment let- 
ters of credit under the same conditions. 


477 


4. The U.S. Customs Service has contin- 
ued to effect numerous seizures of Iranian- 
origin merchandise, primarily carpets, for 
violation of the import prohibitions of the 
ITR. Various enforcement actions carried 
over from previous ee periods are 
continuing and new reports of violations are 
being aggressively pursued. 

5. The expenses incurred by the Federal 
Government in the 6-month period from 
September 15, 1995, through March 14, 
1996, that are directly attributable to the ex- 
ercise of powers and authorities conferred by 
the declaration of a national emergency with 
respect to Iran are approximately $965,000, 
most of which represents wage and salary 
costs for Federal personnel. Personnel costs 
were largely centered in the Department of 
the Treasury (particularly in the Office of 
Foreign Assets Control, the U.S. Customs 
Service, the Office of the Under Secretary 
for Enforcement, and the Office of the Gen- 
eral Counsel), the Department of State (par- 
ticularly the Bureau of Economic and Busi- 
ness Affairs, the Bureau of Near Eastern Af- 
fairs, the Bureau of Politico-Military Affairs, 
and the Office of the Legal Adviser), and the 
Department of Commerce (the Bureau of 
Export Administration and the General 
Counsel’s Office). 

6. The situation reviewed above continues 
to involve important diplomatic, financial, 
and legal interests of the United States and 
its nationals and presents an extraordinary 
and unusual threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States. The declaration of the national emer- 
gency with respect to Iran contained in Exec- 
utive Order No. 12957 and the comprehen- 
sive economic sanctions imposed by Execu- 
tive Order No. 12959 underscore the United 
States Government’s opposition to the ac- 
tions and policies of the Government of Iran, 
particularly its support of international ter- 
rorism and its efforts to acquire weapons of 
mass destruction and the means to deliver 
them. The Iranian Transactions Regulations 
issued pursuant to Executive Orders No. 
12957 and No. 12959 continue to advance 
important objectives in promoting the non- 
proliferation and antiterrorism policies of the 
United States. I shall exercise the powers at 
my disposal to deal with these problems and 
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will report periodically to the Congress on 
significant developments. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
March 11, 1996. 


Remarks on Signing the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 

March 12, 1996 


Thank you very much. Welcome to the 
White House. Senator Helms, Senator 
Gramm, Senator Mack, Senator Lautenberg, 
Senator Coverdell, Congressman Menendez, 
Congressman Torricelli, Congressman Diaz- 
Balart, Congresswoman Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen, Congressman Deutsch, Congress- 
man Burton, Congressman Kennedy—I 
hope I haven't ant any Members of Con- 
gress who are here—to the family members 
of those who were tragically shot down, Am- 
bassador Albright, Assistant Secretary Wat- 
son, my fellow Americans. 

We are here today around a common com- 
mitment to bring democracy to Cuba. Two 
and a half weeks ago, the world received a 
harsh reminder of why a democratic Cuba 
is so important, not only to us but to the 
people of Cuba. In broad daylight and with- 
out justification, Cuban military jets shot 
down two unarmed United States civilian air- 
craft causing the deaths of three American 
citizens and one U.S. resident. The planes 
were unarmed, the pilots unwarned. They 
posed no threat to Cuba’s security. 

This was clearly a brutal and cruel act. It 
demanded a firm, immediate response. On 
my instructions, Ambassador Albright con- 
vened the United Nations Security Council 
which unanimously deplored Cuba’s actions. 
Dozens of countries around the world ex- 
pressed their revulsion. Cuba’s blatant dis- 
regard for international law is not just an 
issue between Havana and Washington but 
between Havana and the world. 

I ordered also a number of unilateral ac- 
tions. One of those steps was to have my rep- 
resentatives work closely with Congress to 
reach prompt agreement on the Cuban Lib- 
erty and Democracy Solidarity Act. Within 
2 days, and with the extra efforts of our 
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friend, Congressman Menendez, Democrats 
and Republicans came together and pro- 
duced a better bill. It will strengthen the em- 
bargo in a way that advances the cause of 
freedom in Cuba. 

Today I sign it with a certainty that it will 
send a powerful, unified message from the 
United States to Havana, that the yearning 
of the Cuban people for freedom must not 
be denied. This bill continues our bipartisan 
effort to pursue an activist Cuba policy, an 
effort that began some 4 years ago with the 
Cuban Democracy Act. 

Under the provisions of that legislation, 
our administration has encouraged Cuba’s 
peaceful transition to democracy. We have 
promoted the free flow of ideas to Cuba 
through greater support for Cuba’s brave 
human rights activists, a dramatic increase 
in non-governmental humanitarian aide to 
the Cuban people, long distance telephone 
service. And the more the Cuban people are 
free to express the freedoms and rights their 
neighbors enjoy the more they will insist on 
change. 

We have also kept the pressure on Cuba 
by maintaining a tough embargo policy. The 
legislation I sign today further tightens that 
embargo. It sends a strong message to the 
Cuban Government. We will not tolerate at- 
tacks on United States citizens and we will 
stand with those both inside and outside 
Cuba who are working for a peaceful transi- 
tion to freedom and democracy. 

Finally let me say as I sign this bill into 
law, I do so in the name of the four men 
who were killed when their planes were shot 
down on February the 24th: Armando 
Alejandre, Carlos Costa, Mario de la Peiia, 
and Pablo Morales. In their memory, I will 
continue to do everything I can to help the 
tide of democracy that has swept our entire 
hemisphere finally, finally reach the shores 
of Cuba. 

The Cuban people must receive the bless- 
ings of freedom they have been so long de- 
nied. And I hope and believe that this day 
is another important step toward that ulti- 
mate goal that so many of you in this audi- 
ence have worked so hard for, for so very, 
very long. 

Thank you very much. 
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Note: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. in Room 
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. H.R. 
927, approved March 12, was assigned Public Law 
No. 104-114. 


Statement on Signing the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 


March 12, 1996 


Today I have signed into law H.R. 927, 
the “Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidar- 
ity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996.” This Act is 
a justified response to the Cuban govern- 
ment’s unjustified, unlawful attack on two 
unarmed U.S. civilian aircraft that left three 
U.S. citizens and one U.S. resident dead. The 
Act imposes additional sanctions on the 
Cuban regime, mandates the preparation of 
a plan for U.S. assistance to transitional and 
democratically elected Cuban governments, 
creates a cause of action enabling U.S. na- 
tionals to sue those who expropriate or “traf- 
fic” in expropriated properties in Cuba, and 
denies such traffickers entry into the United 
States. It is a clear statement of our deter- 
mination to respond to attacks on U.S. na- 
tionals and of our continued commitment to 
stand by the Cuban people in their peaceful 
struggle for freedom. 

Immediately after Cuba’s brutal act, | 
urged that differences on the bill be set aside 
so that the United States could speak in a 
single, strong voice. By acting swiftly—just 
17 days after the attack—we are sending a 
powerful message to the Cuban regime that 
we do not and will not tolerate such conduct. 

The Act also reaffirms our common goal 
of promoting a peaceful transition to democ- 
racy in Cuba by tightening the existing em- 
bargo while reaching out to the Cuban peo- 
ple. Our current efforts are beginning to 
yield results: they are depriving the Cuban 
regime of the hard currency it needs to main- 
tain its grip on power; more importantly, they 
are empowering the agents of peaceful 
change on the island. This Act provides fur- 
ther support for the Administration’s efforts 
to strengthen independent organizations in 
Cuba intent on building democracy and re- 
spect for human rights. And I welcome its 
call for a plan to provide assistance to Cuba 
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under transitional and democratically elected 
governments. 

Consistent with the Constitution, I inter- 
pret the Act as not derogating from the Presi- 
dent's authority to conduct foreign policy. A 
number of provisions—sections 104(a), 
109(b), 113, 201, 202(e), and 202(f)—could 
be read to state the foreign policy of the 
United States, or would direct that particular 
diplomatic initiatives or other courses of ac- 
tion be taken with respect to foreign coun- 
tries or governments. While I support the un- 
derlying intent of these sections, the Presi- 
dent’s constitutional authority over foreign 
policy necessarily entails discretion over 
these matters. Accordingly, I will construe 
these provisions to the precatory. 

The President must also be able to re- 
spond effectively to rapid changes in Cuba. 
This capability is necessary to ensure that we 
can advance our national interests in a man- 
ner that is conducive to a democratic transi- 
tion in Cuba. Section 102(h), concerning the 
codification of the economic embargo, and 
the requirements for determining that a tran- 
sitional or democratically elected govern- 
ment is in power, could be read to impose 
overly rigid constraints on the implementa- 
tion of our foreign policy. I will continue to 
work with the Congress to obtain the flexibil- 
ity needed if the United States is to be in 
a position to advance our shared interest in 
a rapid and peaceful transition to democracy 
in Cuba. 

Finally, Title IV of the Act provides for 
the Secretary of State to deny visas to, and 
the Attorney General to exclude from the 
United States, certain persons who confiscate 
or traffic in expropriated property after the 
date of enactment of the Act. I understand 
that the provision was not intended to reach 
those coming to the United States or United 
Nations as diplomats. A categorical prohibi- 
tion on the entry of all those who fall within 
the scope of section 401 could constrain the 
exercise of my exclusive authority under Arti- 
cle II of the Constitution to receive ambas- 
sadors and to conduct diplomacy. I am, 
therefore, directing the Secretary of State 
and the Attorney General to ensure that this 
provision is implemented in a way that does 
not interfere with my constitutional preroga- 
tives and responsibilities. 





480 


The Cuban regime’s lawless downing of 
two unarmed planes served as a harsh re- 
minder of why a democratic Cuba is vitally 
important both to the Cuban and to the 
American people. The LIBERTAD Act, 
which I have signed into law in memory of 
the four victims of this cruel attack, reasserts 
our resolve to help carry the tide of democ- 
racy to the shores of Cuba. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
March 12, 1996. 


Nore: H.R. 927, approved March 12, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 104-114. 


Remarks on Departure for the 
Summit of the Peacemakers 
March 12, 1996 


Good afternoon. As you know, I am on 
my way to Sharm al-Sheikh for an unprece- 
dented summit in support of peace in the 
Middle East. I will meet there with the lead- 
ers of Israel, many of the Arab countries, 
Russia, Europe, and other nations to con- 
demn the appalling acts of terror that have 
occurred in Israel in the last several days and 
to find ways to combat those who still seek 
to kill peace with violence. 

The will of the people for peace is clearly 
greater than the forces of division. As we 
have seen in Northern Ireland and Bosnia 
and around the world, America must con- 
tinue to support those who seek peace, and 
America will continue to support those who 
seek peace. 

This summit of the peacemakers can be 
an important step in the process toward 
peace in the Middle East. After the summit 
I will also make a short visit to Israel to stand 
with the people there in their time of grief. 
I will also bring a message that, in this time 
of difficulty and in the battle against terror 
and the struggle for peace, Israel is not alone. 

Before I leave I would also like to say 
something to the Congress. We face here ur- 
gent domestic issues that demand our atten- 
tion and our action. This Friday the Govern- 
ment will shut down for a third time if Con- 
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gress does not pass a funding bill. Today I 
signed a temporary measure to ensure the 
creditworthiness of the United States until 
approximately the end of the month. 

But to preserve the full faith and credit 
of America, Congress must pass a long-term 
straightforward debt extension. Other signifi- 
cant legislation also awaits action. We should 
pass a balanced budget plan that reflects our 
values and supports our economic growth. 

The Congress and I have identified in 
common over $700 billion in savings, more 
than enough to balance the budget in 7 years 
and to protect Medicare and Medicaid and 
our investments in education and the envi- 
ronment, and to provide modest but impor- 
tant tax relief. We should also pass a biparti- 
san welfare reform bill that genuinely moves 
people from welfare to work and strengthens 
families. And we should pass the Kennedy- 
Kassebaum health care bill so that working 
people do not lose their health insurance 
when they change jobs or when someone in 
the family gets sick. 

Agreement on all these bills is clearly with- 
in reach. Our Nation must move forward. We 
cannot wait until after November to do the 
people’s business. We have an obligation to 
keep the Government open and funded, and 
we have a distinct opportunity, if we act now, 
to pass the right kind of balanced budget, 
welfare reform, and health insurance reform. 

I say again to Congress what I said in the 
State of the Union Address, and what I have 
said repeatedly since: My door is open. I am 
ready to meet with the leaders of the Con- 
gress at any time to move forward on any 
or all of these matters of national urgency. 
It is time to put partisan politics aside and 
work together in the national interest. 

Spring is coming and we ought to give the 
American people a rebirth of bipartisan, pro- 
ductive accomplishment in this new spring. 


Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:46 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 
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Exchange With Reporters Prior to 
Discussions With King Hussein of 
Jordan Aboard Air Force One 


March 12, 1996 


President’s Health 


Q. How’s your cold? 

The President. It’s okay. Like I said, Hil- 
lary had a cough and then Chelsea was sick 
and I sort of got it. It'll be gone in a day 
or two. It’s just a head cold, it’s not any big 
deal—just from the neck up. 

Q. Does it bother your ears? 

The President. No. 


Air Force One 


Q. You know—{inaudible|—is a certified 
pilot of this aircraft. 

The President. Right. Well, he was up 
there on take off. I don’t know if he lifted 
us off or not. 

King Hussein. | watched and was very im- 
pressed by the wonderful, professional team 
up there. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. What are you guys going to talk about? 

The President. A lot of—{inaudible}. 

Q. Any surprises coming out of this sum- 
mit, Mr. President? What do you expect? 

The President. 1 don’t know. I think a 
very strong statement will come out of it and 
that we may have some pretty good ideas 
come out of it for what we can all do to- 
_— I hope so. But I thank His Majesty 
or standing up for the right thing in the Mid- 
dle East and helping to get so many other 
countries involved in this. He’s got quite a 
remarkable array of people actually coming 
together on short notice. 

Q. What would make the meeting a suc- 
cess? 

The President. Well, I think a strong unit- 
ed stand for keeping the peace process going 
and standing against the terror as a pre- 
condition of that, because unless people are 
secure they can’t go forward. [ think that’s 
the most important thing. And then, obvi- 
ously, we want to come out with some more 
concrete steps. We've taken some already; 
we intend to take some more. 

Q. Anything on Iran? 
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The President. Well, wait a minute, we’ve 
got to have the meeting. We haven’t had the 
meeting yet. 

Q. What about Syria? What about the lack 
of Syrians present? 

The President. Well, 1 wish they were 
there—the Syrians—I wish they were there. 
But I believe that in terms of continuing the 
peace process and keeping commitments, 
that President Asad will do that. And that’s 
very important, very important. 

I hope you all get some sleep. 

Q. You, too. 

The President. It’s 10 minutes after 10 
Egyptian time—{laughter|—so watch a 
movie and go to bed. It’s real important. 
You're going to have a hard day tomorrow. 


Note: The exchange began at 10 p.m. In his re- 
marks, the President referred to President Hafiz 
al-Asad of Syria. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of this exchange. 


Remarks at the Opening of the 
Summit of the Peacemakers in 
Sharm al-Sheikh, Egypt 


March 13, 1996 


Thank you very much, President Mubarak. 
Your Majesties, Your Highnesses, heads of 
state, heads of government, Foreign Min- 
isters, and Mr. Secretary-General. 

I'd like to begin by arena epee Mu- 
barak for his extraordinary efforts in the last 
few days to convene this meeting, to host 
us here, and to make us feel welcome. I 
thank President Yeltsin, my distinguished co- 
sponsor of the peace process, and all the rest 
of you who have come so far on such short 
notice to this very important meeting. 

From all around the world we have come 
to the Sinai to deliver one simple, unified 
message: Peace will prevail. This summit is 
unprecedented in the history of the Middle 
East. It would have been inconceivable just 
a few short years ago. It stands as proof and 
promise that this region has changed for 
good. Leaders from Israel and the Arab 
world, from Europe, from Asia, from North 
America, 29 of us, shoulder-to-shoulder, 
joined in support of peace. We have gathered 
before to celebrate new milestones in our 
journey; today we join in common defense 
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against those who would turn us back. We 
are here because we know what is at stake. 

In the 18 years since Egypt and Israel 
made a miracle at Camp David, Israelis and 
Arabs have changed the course of history in 
their lands. Step by step, courageously they 
have broken with the past, laying down the 
arms of war and opening their arms to one 
another. But with every milestone passed 
along the road of peace and progress, the 
enemies of peace have grown more des- 
perate and more depraved. They know they 
cannot compete in the marketplace of ideas; 
they know they have nothing to offer but 
hardship and despair. And so they resort to 
murderous attacks that are an affront to the 
civilized world and to the moral precepts that 
lie at the core of the three faiths represented 
here, as President Mubarak has so eloquently 
stated. 

In the busy streets of Jerusalem, Ashkelon, 
and Tel Aviv, suicide bombers launched a 
wave of terror to kill as many Israelis as pos- 
sible—ordinary men and women riding the 
bus to work, families shopping for the holi- 
days, innocent children in their Purim cos- 
tumes, murdered for the blood in their veins. 
Our hearts go out to the people of Israel and 
to all the victims of these atrocities, which 
include also Palestinians and Americans. 
Many of the nations here today have experi- 
enced the nightmare of terror. Death does 
not discriminate among the terrorists’ vic- 
tims. Over the last 2 weeks, as I have said, 
losses were felt not only in Israeli but also 
in Palestinian, American, and Moroccan 
homes. 

The hard-won achievements of the Pal- 
estinian people are under direct assault. The 
merchants of terror would sell out their fu- 
ture and trade their dreams for despair. And 
Arab mothers and fathers who seek a better 
life for their children understand the en- 
emies of peace have targeted them, as well. 

Let no one underestimate the significance 
of our gathering here today. Today the wall 
of division we face is not really between Arab 
and Israeli. It is instead between those who 
reach for a better tomorrow and those who 
rail against it, between those who traffic in 
hate and terror and those who work for 


peace. 
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To the forces of hatred and violence I say, 
and let us all say, you kill yourselves and oth- 
ers in the aim of killing peace, yet today, as 
you see, peace survives. And peace will grow 
stronger. You will not succeed. Your day has 

sed. You have plowed the fields of hatred, 

ut here we are coming to reap unity and 

new strength to defeat you and to keep the 
promise and hope of peace alive. 

We who have gathered in Egypt today are 
committed to the search for peace. Our very 
presence here underscores the depth of our 
dedication. But words and symbols are not 
enough. The world looks to us now for action, 
and we must direct our collective resolve in 
three specific areas. First, we must be clear 
in our condemnation of those who resort to 
terror. Violence has no place in the future 
we all seek for the Middle East. 

Second, we must reinforce our common 
search for a comprehensive peace. We must 
press forward until the circle of peace is 
closed. And we must work to bring the bene- 
fits of peace to the daily lives of the people 
here, for if people lose their hope in peace, 
the terrorists will have succeeded. This 
would be the cruelest victory of all, and we 
must not let it happen. 

Third, we must actively counter the terror- 
ists with all the means at our command, com- 
bining our efforts tangibly and joining our 
strength to defeat their evil aims. Chairman 
Arafat and the Palestinian Authority are re- 
sponding to that challenge. Each of us here 
must do our part to help them succeed in 
their mission. We know we cannot guarantee 
100 percent success, but all of us must de- 
mand of each other and of ourselves 100 per- 
cent effort. The danger we face is urgent, 
the challenge is clear, but the solidarity of 
the peacemakers will conquer the forces of 
division if we will resolve to keep that solidar- 
ity. 
"We stand today as one not far from the 
mount where God gave the word to Moses, 
the law of humanity, tolerance, and faith that 
guides our way today. We are the heirs of 
that moral legacy whether we be Muslim or 
Jew or Christian. From many lands and many 
different traditions we come, today all speak- 
ing the language of peace. 

In the Bible we are told that when they 
were grown, Isaac, the patriarch of the Jews, 
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and Ishmael, the patriarch of the Arabs, met 
but once. They came together at the death 
of Abraham, the father they shared, the fa- 
ther of both peoples. Today, the descendants 
of Isaac a tel have joined together 
in a spirit of rebirth to secure the shared 
promise of a life of peace for all the peoples 
of this region. Those of us who come here 
today to stand with them must not allow the 
forces of the past to deny them the future 
they seek, that we all seek. 

Let our charge go forth from the Sinai 
today. We will win the battle for peace. 

Thank you. 


NotE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in the 
Orangerie Room at the Movenpick Hotel. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Hosni Mubarak 
of Egypt, United Nations Secretary-General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, President Boris Yeltsin of 
Russia, and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal- 
estinian Authority. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


The President’s News Conference 
With President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt in Sharm al-Sheikh 

March 13, 1996 


Summit of the Peacemakers 
President Mubarak. Good afternoon, la- 


dies and gentlemen. Once again, the nations 
of the world have rallied together in order 
to enhance peace and promote security in 
the Middle East. Many leaders who are not 
present with us today contacted us to express 
their solidarity and support for the objectives 
of the conference. 

This site where the Peacemakers Summit 
was held was the theater of many battles in 
the unhappy past. Today, it has become the 
living symbol of the new era of peace and 
coexistence. Our gathering represented all 
worldly cultures and reflected the real con- 
cern for peace and stability in this troubled 
area. It is our consensus the Sharm al-Sheikh 
conference was a big success. 

All leaders and delegates demonstrated a 
profound commitment to the promotion of 
peace and security throughout the region. All 
of them spoke their minds and discussed the 
issues in a spirit of openness, candor, and 
objectivity. Our discussions remained fo- 
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cused on the issues of peace and security. 
Many valuable contributions were made in 
the course of the two sessions we held. 

There were no sharp disagreements or dis- 
putes. The interventions went beyond the 
customary generalities and dealt with specific 
points which were quite relevant to the pur- 
pose of the summit conference. The outcome 
of the discussions were properly reflected in 
the statement which has been distributed to 
you a while ago. 

You have certainly noticed that the con- 
ference adopted a set of policies and meas- 
ures in order to enhance the chance for 
peace and reinforce the security of all parties 
directly involved in the peace process. Con- 
crete measures and mechanisms were agreed 
upon for the purpose of combating terror and - 
the terrorists. All the peoples of the region 
view terrorism as one of the most dangerous 
threats to their security and stability, individ- 
ually and collectively. 

It is our hope that the believers in peace 
and reconciliation who constitute the great 
majority will triumph over the forces of doom 
and gloom. Hope will ultimately prevail over 
despair and fear. It is our hope also the peace 
process would be activated and revived with- 
out delay. As greater security and tranquility 
are achieved in the area, restrictive, measures 
would be eased and lifted as soon as possible. 
The living conditions of the innocent people 
who are suffering in the aftermath of the vio- 
lence should be improved markedly. 

Finally, I would like to say a few words 
to all those wise leaders who attended the 
conference. I want to state in this gathering 
that we are indebted to each and every one 
of them for their significant contribution and 
positive spirit. The leaders of the parties who 
are immediately concerned exhibited their 
courage and vision. They spoke candidly and 
positively. 

Our Arab brothers exemplified the true 
spirit of Islam and the Arab culture. Our Eu- 
ropean friends demonstrated once again that 
they are fully aware that our two regions are 
inseparable. Our destiny is one and the same. 
The cosponsors of the peace process showed 
the depth of their commitment to peace and 
security in the Middle East. Each participant 
in the conference was equally helpful. 
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President Clinton, who cochaired the 
meetings, who shares the podium with me, 
has made invaluable contributions. He 
worked with me day and night during the 
past few days. The 7 hours time difference 
was no barrier or hindrance. He’s a statesman 
of vision and courage. 

Before | open the floor to your questions 
to both of us, I would like to thank you, rep- 
resentatives of the media, for your coopera- 
tion and patience. I realize that you are hard- 
pressed by time and space, but you'll prevail 
as we will. Thank you. 

President Clinton. Thank you very much, 
Mr. President. Let me begin by thanking 
President Mubarak for his willingness to host 
this historic meeting and by the work that 
he did to help get this amazing group of peo- 
ple together. 

This is an historic showing of the strength 
of peace in the Middle East today. And as 
the cochairman’s statement makes clear, this 
unprecedented meeting of leaders from this 
region and from all around the world has 
been very serious, has been very successful, 
is very productive. The statement has been 
passed out, I believe, to all of you, but I 
would like to summarize it for the benefit 
of those who may not have read it yet. And 
I see some of the members of the press nod- 
ding their heads they don’t have it yet, so 
let me just—it’s very brief, so let me go over 
it. 

The Summit of Peacemakers has just con- 
cluded. This meeting took place at a time 
when the peace process confronts serious 
threats. The summit had three fundamental 
objectives: to enhance the peace process, to 
promote security, and to combat terror. 

Accordingly, the participants here today 
expressed their full support for the Middle 
East peace process and their determination 
that this process continue in order to accom- 
plish a just, lasting, and comprehensive peace 
in the region; affirm their determination to 
promote security and stability; and to prevent 
the enemies of peace from achieving their 
ultimate objective of destroying the real op- 
portunity for peace in the Middle East; and 
reemphasize their strong condemnation of all 
acts of terror in all its abhorrent forms, what- 
ever its motivation and whoever its perpetra- 
tor, including recent attacks in Israel, consid- 
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ering them alien to the moral and spiritual 
values shared by all peoples of the region; 
and reaffirm their intention to stand staunch- 
ly against all such acts and to urge all govern- 
ments to join them in this condemnation and 
opposition. 

To that end we decided to support the Is- 
raeli-Palestinian agreements, the continu- 
ation of the negotiating process, and to politi- 
cally and oneutally reinforce it; to en- 
hance the security situation for both with 
special attention to the current and pressing 
economic needs of the Palestinians; to sup- 
port the continuation of the negotiating proc- 
ess in order to achieve a comprehensive set- 
tlement; to work together to promote secu- 
rity and stability in the region by developing 
effective and practical means of cooperation 
and further assistance; to promote coordina- 
tion of efforts to stop acts of terror on bilat- 
eral, regional, and international levels, ensur- 
ing instigators of such acts are brought to 
justice; supporting efforts by all parties to 
prevent their territories from being used for 
terrorist purposes and preventing terrorist 
organizations from engaging in recruitment, 
supplying arms, or fundraising; to exert maxi- 
mum efforts to identify and determine the 
sources of financing for these groups and to 
cooperate in cutting them off; and by provid- 
ing training, equipment, and other forms of 
support to those taking steps against groups 
using violence and terror to undermine 
peace, security, or stability. 

Finally, to form a working group open to 
all summit participants to prepare rec- 
ommendations on how best to implement the 
decisions contained in this statement through 
ongoing work, and to report to the partici- 
pants within 30 days. I can say that President 
Mubarak and I asked the participants to sup- 
port an effort by the United States to coordi- 
nate an early working group meeting of 
these—of all the participants here, and we 
expect to do that within a couple of weeks. 

Let me just make one last point. This is 
a remarkable day because of the number of 
people from the region who came here, as 
well as those who came from all around the 
world. When I leave President Mubarak and 
Egypt, I will go to Israel with a clear message 
that Israel is not alone. Now, throughout the 
region as well as the world, there are peace- 
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makers who stand together against terror, for 
security, and for the cause of peace. The 
meeting today and the statements which 
were made in public by the leaders who were 
here today would have been unthinkable just 
a short while ago. 

Let me say again to President Mubarak, 
you, sir, deserve a large share of credit for 
the fact that this meeting could take place, 
and it could have taken place in no other 
place than Egypt. We are grateful to you. 
And let me say on behalf of the United 
States, to the people of this region who stand 
for peace, you can all draw courage and 
strength and inspiration from what we have 
achieved here today and what we are com- 
mitted to do in the future. 

Thank you very much. 


Palestinian Territories 


Q. President Mubarak and President Clin- 
ton, I had a question for Egyptian television. 
President Mubarak and President Clinton, 
what is your opinion on the closure of Pal- 
estinian territories and collective punishment 
pursued by Israel? Has this conference come 
up with any decisions to safeguard innocent 
Palestinians as well, because certain meas- 
ures were taken against Palestinians right be- 
fore the conference took place? Thank you. 

President Mubarak. Anyway, I think that 
the closure is starting to be released. We 
have discussed this—I discussed this with 
Prime Minister Peres, and it was not going 
to last long. They opened the gates for sup- 
plies for the people, and I think this situation 
will not stay for a long time. 

President Clinton. Yes, we discussed it, 
and I know that there are many more trucks 
going in today with basic supplies than yes- 
terday. And I expect to see some changes. 
But if I might say, viewed through one eye, 
this is collective punishment. Viewed 
through another, it is an elemental security 
measure at a time when it’s hard to tell who 
may be wrapped in plastique. So it’s very im- 
portant that this be seen as a process of 
strengthening our common efforts against 
terrorism and for security, and opening the 
borders. 

Obviously the peace cannot succeed unless 
the people in Gaza have a chance to flourish 
economically, to reap the benefits of peace. 
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And it is clear that peace and security are 
two sides of the same coin, not only for the 
Israelis, but for the Palestinians. And having 
voted for peace, as the Palestinians have, they 
now are bound up together in a mutual des- 
tiny. And it is in all of our interests to see 
that both of them succeed in becoming more 
secure and more peaceful. 


Terrorist Nations 


Q. President Clinton, Prime Minister 
Peres and John Major both talked of Iran 
as a source of terrorism. He also mentioned 
Libya. Why did this conference not single 
out any of the nations that you accuse of 
sponsoring terrorism, point fingers, and im- 
pose or try to impose any kind of sanctions 
on these nations? 

President Clinton. Well, I think you 
know my statements on that issue have been 
quite clear and forthright, and the United 
States has taken very strong actions there. 
Let me answer you in this way: The nations 
here in what they agreed to do—and if you 
go back to my statement, this is a remarkable 
statement—that every person here agreed 
that we would together take specific steps, 
including dealing with funding sources. I be- 
lieve that’s a pretty explicit commitment on 
our part to do what we can within our means 
to reduce terrorism in the area. And I believe 
that we shouldn’t diminish what we did do 
by focusing on what was not done or said. 
What was done and said is far more than 
has ever been done and said by people work- 
ing together in this region. 

President Mubarak. We don’t want to ac- 
cuse so many—mention any country now in 
the time being, but we condemn all kinds 
of terrorism wheresoever. And to condemn 
some countries who have—{inaudible|— 
should have definite reasons for that. 


Syria 

Q. President Mubarak and President Clin- 
ton, aren’t you gentlemen worried or even 
bothered that something in the success of 
this conference is lacking as a result of the 
absence of a major player in the peace proc- 
ess in the Middle East, and I mean Syria? 

President Mubarak. Look, Syria is com- 
mitted to peace. This conference is dealing 
with the peace process in general, and to see 





486 


that or to condemn the terrorism and seek 
for security. Syria, although she didn’t attend 
the conference, and it had its own reasons, 
but she said she is committed to peace, and 
I think she is ready to start negotiations for 


peace. 

President Clinton. Obviously, from our 
point of view, we wish the Syrians had come. 
President Mubarak invited them; we had 
urged them to come. But I wouldn’t overread 
their absence here; it’s part of a general pat- 
tern of going their own way. 

i was encouraged by the statement which 
was issued today, and I do believe that the 
Syrians still want to achieve a peace with Is- 
rael at the earliest practical time. Again, I 
say to you, you can focus on what didn’t hai 
pen today, but if you do, it will blind you 
to what has happened, which no one would 
have conceived of happening even a few 
months ago. 

And if you watch, we’re going to follow 
up on this, and this agreement is very specific 
about what we're going to do. I should also 
talk about—we’re talking about what didn’t 


happen—no one can promise in Israel, in 


Gaza, in the United States, that, in Egypt, 
that there will never again ever be an act 
of terrorism. What we can promise is that 
we are working hard, we are increasing our 
capabilities to combat it, and we are going 
to reduce it and raise the price of doing it. 
And that is what we committed to do. 


Israel Trip 


Q. President Clinton, can you tell me why 
you decided on this upcoming trip to Jerusa- 
lem to visit Mr. Netanyahu and what you plan 
to tell him? 

President Clinton. Oh, | visited with him 
when I was there last time, and I always— 
typically, when I’m in any country, I visit with 
leaders of both parties. And I expect what 
I will do is to reaffirm my determination to 
fight for both peace and security for Israel, 
and I will listen to him, which is what I did 
the last time I was there. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. President Mubarak, President Clinton, 
do you have the feeling or the conviction 
now, in the light of the last days’ and even 
hours’ discussions, that—and decisions, 
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probably—that the peace process will con- 
tinue soon and that there will not be a long 
gap? And do you share the view of some po- 
litical observers who believe that a long pause 
now will be extremely detrimental to the 
whole peace process? 

President Mubarak. | would like to tell 
you that the peace process, although she is 
meeting some problems, and we expect every 
now and then until we reach the final goal, 
we expect that we are going to meet some 
problems, but that doesn’t mean that the 
peace process will stop. The peace process— 
we met here today just at least to stop the 
deterioration of the implementation of the 
peace agreements. 

I think it’s a very important point for the 

ace process to continue. The Syrians have 
already declared that they are committed to 
peace. So we shouldn’t worry because peace 
is so precious and it is going on and there 
is no other way else for the region except 
to go through the peace. 

President Clinton. Let’s be candid here. 
The purpose of the terror was to kill the 
peace. I mean, the purpose of the terror was 
to make the Israelis feel so insecure that 
peace seemed worse—that pursuing the 
peace process seemed worse than some re- 
version to the status quo. And the purpose 
of the terror was to make sure that the Pal- 
estinians wound up suffering economically so 
much they no longer wanted to pursue the 
peace. 

Our purpose here is to try to bolster the 
level of confidence among Israelis and Pal- 
estinians to say that we need peace and secu- 
rity and basic prosperity, and we need to pur- 
sue all three at once. The pace of these proc- 
esses is not within anyone’s total control, as 
President Mubarak said. But what we know 
is if we keep pushing forward, if we don’t 
permit it to slip backward, that in the end 
we believe we will succeed because all the 
parties not only want peace but it is in their 
interest to achieve it. 

And so the short answer to your question 
is I believe we will prevail on whatever time- 
table, unless the enemies of peace can raise 
the pain of pursuing peace to the Israelis or 
to the Palestinians so high it seems pointless 
to them. 
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Iran and Security 


Q. Mr. President, you answered this ques- 
tion in a more general way but I wondered, 
after listening to Prime Minister Peres, if you 
are willing as the President of the United 
States to issue a challenge to all of the coun- 
tries here to isolate Iran, not to do business 
with them, since it appears that they are in 
fact the major sponsors of Hamas? And I also 
wanted to ask you in regard to some of the 
other points you made _ if you were a 
family member of one of the victims in Is- 
rael—we’ve watched all of these anguished 
faces—do you think that you would feel, with 
so many of today’s accomplishments yet to 
be achieved, that you se want this to go 
forward without a lot more security, the 
things that the Israeli people are demanding? 

President Clinton. Well, first of all, let 
me remind you that last year I took far 
stronger steps against Iran than any of our 
European allies had taken up to that point. 
And many of them disagree with me hon- 
estly. They believe that it’s better to maintain 
some dialog, to have some engagement. I 
have continued to argue for the isolation of 
rogue states. I did it in the United Nations 
last year, and I continue to do that, and I 
will continue to do that based on the evi- 
dence we have at hand. 

In answer to your second question, I don’t 
know how I would feel if I had lost a child. 
Anyone who says that you know exactly how 
you would act if you had lost a child, unless 
you've lost a child, you don’t know that. I 
can tell you this: that I met with the two 
American Jewish families who lost their chil- 
dren recently, two of them, in New Jersey 
the other day. And their reactions, I think, 
are pretty reflective of the Israelis. 

One family—a woman who lost her daugh- 
ter, her other daughter is about to go back 
to Israel to continue her studies and feels 
strongly that the peace process should con- 
tinue because unless it continues there will 
never be any long-term security for the peo- 
ple of Israel. The other family, the father of 
a slain daughter, has spent a lot of time going 
around our own country speaking up for the 
importance of peace, but he is very con- 
cerned about security because he knows un- 
less people are secure they won't feel free 
to make peace. And I don’t think that means 
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they’re ambivalent or wishy-washy. I think it 
means that they understand that these are 
two sides of the same coin. 

There must be a certain level of security 
in order for people to feel free to pursue 
peace. But unless we ultimately resolve these 
questions in a peace agreement, there will 
never be the kind of security that normal life 
brings and that people expect in the normal 


course of day-to-day events. 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. Mr. Mubarak, in the light of the discus- 
sions of the day and in the light of the final 
statement, what are the steps adopted by this 
conference for us to guarantee that the peace 
process will go back to its normal course? 
Another question—that is, the guarantees 
presented by this conference so that the 
peace process might not run into difficulties 
again. 

President Mubarak. Well, in reality when 
it comes—[inaudible|—you cannot guaran- 
tee 100 percent that it will not be met with 
obstacles. I think nobody on Earth can guar- 
antee this. Nobody on Earth can guarantee 
that there will be no terrorist acts to stop 
the peace process or to impede it. We must 
make sure that this will not happen, and this 
is why we have to take steps for security. 

Now, there are steps that were mentioned 
in the statement. We also decided to set up 
a committee to follow up this statement and 
to guarantee the peace process and we talk 
about terrorism because terrorism seeks to 
impede this peace process. So it’s two as- 
pects. We wish to denounce terrorism, to 
struggle against it, and there are also means 
and ways, procedures specified in the state- 
ment to struggle against terrorism. 


Extremist Movement 


Q. President Clinton, I’d like to ask this 
question of you. Have you not adopted a se- 
ries of mechanical means to combat what is 
essentially an ideological movement, namely 
Islamic extremism, a movement which in fact 
has caused great tragedy not only in Israel 
but also in Egypt and even in the United 
States and other countries? Should you not 
deal with the problem directly instead of 
through euphemisms? 
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President Mubarak. I'll surely tell you 
that you are mentioning only Islamic—Mus- 
lims, like any other religion—Islam, like any 
other religion, is against violence, against any 
act of violence under any title. 

President Clinton. 1 want to support 
President Mubarak. He has taken action 
within Egypt to deal with the problems here. 
[ am gratified that in our most serious terror- 
ist incidents we have made arrests quickly, 
and in the cases where the legal process has 
run its course, we have achieved convictions 
with strong sentences. 

That does not mean—and in each of these 
countries, the facts may be somewhat dif- 
ferent. So I don’t think we're speaking in eu- 

hemisms when we talk about the terror here 
hae tied up with the question of getting 
peace in the Middle East. But Islamic—to 
uate Islam with terror I think is a big mis- 
tahe. I mean, the Japanese dealt with it in 
the Tokyo subway with the sarin gas. We 
dealt with it at Oklahoma City. People all 
over the world are coming to grips with it. 
The British are having their buildings blown 
up again. 

So, I think you have to look at this in every 
country, in every place it rears its head, and 
see how it can be dealt with. The problem 
here is that the terror is associated with peo- 
ple who do not want a peaceful resolution 
in the Middle East. If we had a peaceful reso- 
lution in the Middle East and if the Palestin- 
ian Authority had time to develop as an ordi- 
nary government, they would have more and 
more and more capacity to deal with the ter- 
rorism on their own. And that’s what we're 
talking about. 

One last question. Shall we take one last 
question? 


Middle East Peace Process 


Q. A question for President Mubarak. Ma- 
drid Conference II is an idea which was pre- 
sented by Russia and by Syria and again today 
it was presented by Saudi Arabia. What's 
your point of view about it, and will it be 
proposed to save the peace process? 

President Mubarak. Look, Madrid Con- 
ference, Cairo Conference, Moscow Con- 
ference, Washington Conference—it is—are 
issues which should be tackled and discussed 


and come out with a resolution to help the 
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process to continue. When the Saudis said 
about Madrid—just to check if the peace 
process continues or to help. We have dis- 
cussed a very important issue which is han- 
dling the peace process, security, and terror- 
ist action. This is very important because it 
is laying the peace process. So I don’t think 
Madrid or Washington or Moscow or Egypt 
or France doesn’t deal—the name of the 
town will solve the problem. 
Thank you very much. 


Note: The President's 115th news conference 
began at 3:50 p.m. in the courtyard at the 
Movenpick Hotel. Participants referred to Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres of Israel and Likud Party 
leader Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel. 


Remarks on Arrival in Tel Aviv, 
Israel 


March 13, 1996 


Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. 
Speaker, members of the Israeli Govern- 
ment, representatives of the people of Israel. 
I am honored to be here today, again, to 
stand with you in a time of pain and mourn- 
ing and challenge. We grieve with you in the 
loss of innocent lives; we pray with you for 
the scores who lie wounded; we stand with 
you in the unceasing battle against those who 
commit these awful crimes. Your journey is 
our journey, and America will be with you 
every step of the way. 

The attacks we mourn claimed Israeli lives, 
although others, including Americans, died 
as well. But these attacks were aimed at all 
who yearn for a better day for this region, 
for all who believe that peace is better than 
war. The enemies of peace have grown des- 
perate and more vicious as the reality of 

ace has moved closer. But we must not 
et the acts of the wicked few destroy the 
dreams of the many. Together we must re- 
store the security that building peace re- 
quires. Those who practice terror must not 
succeed. We must root them out, and we will 
not let them kill the peace. 

In this time you are not alone. I have flown 
here with the Prime Minister, as he said, 
from Sharm al-Sheikh, from a summit of 
peacemakers that is unprecedented in the 
history of the Middle East. At the urging of 
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many who were once Israel's sworn en- 
emies—Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinians—29 
leaders came together, 13 of them from Arab 
countries. There were Israel neighbors, there 
were other Arab nations, nations from Eu- 
rope, North America, and Asia. All have long 
labored for peace. All are now united against 
the terror aimed at Israel. 

They came to support with deeds as well 
as words the peace process and the restora- 
tion of security and new efforts against ter- 
rorism. Only a few years ago, such a meeting 
would have been inconceivable. Only a few 
weeks ago, such a meeting would have been 
hard to imagine. Just a few days ago, this 
remarkable meeting was put together. 

The leaders of this area have met only a 
handful of times, and then always to cele- 
brate events on the road to peace. But today 
they met in common cause to take action to 
confront the urgent threat of terrorism, to 
show that Hamas, Hezbollah, the Islamic 
Jihad will not succeed in killing the peace. 

Now many of Israel’s neighbors in the re- 
gion have demonstrated that they share your 
desire for peace, and they understand that 
extremist violence is also their enemy. The 
nations that met in Sharm al-Sheikh sowed 
the seeds for a new cooperation, to build 
peace and to confront those who would de- 
stroy it. The Middle East is changing; we 
must not, we will not let terror reverse his- 
tory. 

Sharm al-Sheikh was a beginning. Tomor- 
row we will press forward when I and senior 
administration officials meet with the Prime 
Minister and his key security advisers. We 
will discuss concrete steps the United States 
can take to help the IDF and the Israeli po- 
lice defeat those who would murder and 
maim. No one takes greater personal risks 
on behalf of peace than the brave men and 
women of Israel’s security forces, like those 
who are standing here. America is deter- 
mined to support them in every way and to 
provide them with the means they need to 
prevail against extremism and violence. 

I have visited this beautiful and holy land 
before. I have celebrated the great event on 
the road to peace. I have mourned Prime 
Minister Rabin. Today I come again in sor- 
row but also in determination with this mes- 
sage from the American people: The United 
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States stands more strongly than ever, shoul- 
der-to-shoulder, with Israel. We will work 
with you as you strive for a secure peace. 
We will stand by your side until Israelis come 
to know that peace with security within this 
land is a reality, “until,” in the words of the 
— “the voice of joy and the voice of 
gladness are heard again in the cities and the 
hills of Israel.” 
Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:21 p.m. at Ben- 
Gurion Airport. In his remarks, he referred to 
Sheval Weis, Speaker of the Knesset. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Ezer Weizman of Israel 
and an Exchange With Reporters in 
Jerusalem, Israel 


March 13, 1996 


The President. Let me say that it is a great 
honor to be back at the President’s house 
and with the President again. And along with 
the Prime Minister, we were able to give a 
report on our impressions of what happened 
at Sharm al-Sheikh today and what the sig- 
nificance of it was, and then we talked a little 
bit about the challenges ahead. We spent 
about an hour in a very good discussion, and 
as always when I’m with the President, I 
learned a lot and I leave with a lot of food 
for thought. 

But I feel much better about our prospects 
for presenting a united front against terror 
and for security and therefore creating and 
maintaining conditions under which the 
peace process can proceed than I did before 
I went to Sharm al-Sheikh today. And I thank 
the Prime Minister for his work, and I say 
again, I came here more than anything else 
just to once again express the solidarity of 
the United States with Israel, grief at your 
loss, and our determination to do what we 
can both to restore your security and to pre- 
serve the march of peace. 


Israeli Capital 


Q. President Clinton, do you have any re- 
flections on President Weizman not going to 
the airport, obviously intending thereby to 
demonstrate Israel’s historic commitment to 
Jerusalem being its capital, a position that 
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you endorsed yourself during your campaign 
but we haven’t heard much from you on 
since? Do you have any feeling about that 
situation you'd like to share with us? 

The President. No, my feeling is what it 
has been ever since the first agreement was 
reached in which Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority agreed that that would be part of 
the final negotiations. And the United States 
agreed that we would support the process 
that Israel had fashioned. And that’s what I 
intend to continue to do. I haven’t changed 
my position on anything. I just—I believe 
that we are a ner in a process that pri- 
marily affects the Israelis and the neighbors 
of Israel, and we ought to support the process 
that the parties agreed to for resolving all 


those matters. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:20 p.m. at Presi- 
dent Weizman’s residence. A tape was not avail- 
able for verification of the content of these re- 
marks. 


The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Shimon Peres of 
Israel in Jerusalem 

March 14, 1996 


Prime Minister Peres. Mr. President, la- 
dies and gentlemen, under the administra- 
tion of President Clinton, this is the fourth 
important move that took place in the Middle 
East. The first was the agreement, the first 
agreement with the PLO; then the agree- 
ment with Jordan; then the second agree- 
ment with the PLO; now the fourth agree- 
ment in the Middle East to confront terror- 
ism. 

Those are events that exceeds any normal 
_— achievement. The Palestinian con- 

ict looked like insolvable. The Jordanians 
were not quick at the beginning to make 
peace, and then it became a great success. 
Then we have encountered the danger to all 
these three achievements by the acts of ter- 
ror. In my eyes, President Clinton is the first 
world leader that put on the agenda peace 
in our time as the major goal. 

If you look back at history, most of the 
time was spent on wars, on cold wars, on 
confrontations. It was a chance for the first 


time to escape all the bitter histories of blood 
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and terror. And then we have encountered 
again another uninvited and unprecedented 
problem: how to go ahead with peace when 
you have acts of terror. I think yesterday a 
foundation was laid down to do both; namely 
to go ahead with peace and reject terror. I 
tell you, Mr. President, that in our eyes, you, 
your administration, the American Congress, 
have changed the whole destiny of the Mid- 
dle East. 

The importance of the Middle East is not 
just because it has produced religions and 
Bible, the importance of the Middle East 
that, in our times, it is the first testing ground 
to take many conflicts that were so difficult 
to solve poe | try to solve them. If we shall 
succeed, I think it may serve as the model 
to other places. 

For us, President Clinton is really a great 
leader, but not less than that, a moving 
friend. He has a tear in his eyes when we 
go through a difficult period of time, and we 
have a tear in our eyes when we are listening 
to his reaction and involvement. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. 

President Clinton. Thank you. First, I 
would like to express my appreciation to the 
Prime Minister and his Cabinet for the meet- 
ing that we had this morning just before com- 
ing over here to discuss the situation with 
regard to terrorism and the recent bombings. 
We have decided that the United States and 
Israel will immediately begin negotiations to 
conclude a bilateral agreement on combating 
terrorism. I told the Prime Minister that the 
United States will commit more than $100 
million to this effort. 

I am taking this step because I am deter- 
mined that we must have every tool at our 
disposal to fight against extremist violence. 
Last night I sent to the Congress an urgent 
request for the first installment of this 
counterterrorism effort. I expect Congress to 
act quickly on this important measure. The 
agreement will strengthen our attack on ter- 
ror in three important areas. 

First, the United States will immediately 
begin to provide Israel with additional equip- 
ment and training. Second, our nations will 
join together to develop new antiterror meth- 
ods and technologies. Third, we will work to 
enhance communications and coordination 
between our nations, as well as other govern- 
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ments who have joined with us in the war 
against terror. 

In addition to what we propose to do 
under this agreement, the United States will 
also increase its intelligence sharing and co- 
ordination. At my direction, our Secretary of 
State, Warren Christopher, and the Director 
of Central Intelligence, John Deutch, will re- 
main in Israel to speed the progress of this 
agreement. We must do everything we can 
to track down those responsible for the re- 
cent violence, and we must work to prevent 
them from shedding more innocent blood. 

The forces supporting peace and security 
are stronger than those that pursue destruc- 
tion. We must prove that. Whatever effort 
it takes, whatever time it takes, we must say 
to them: You will be tracked down, you will 
be rooted out. The message of the pact to 
the people of Israel should also be quite 
clear: Just as America walks with you every 
step of the way as you work toward peace, 
we stand with you now in defending all that 
you are and all that has been accomplished. 
Without security, there is no peace. And ulti- 


mately, without peace, there can be no per- 
manent security. Therefore, we are resolved 
to work with you until the day that Israel 
achieves peace with security. To give up hope 


for peace now or to fail to stand up for secu- 
rity after all that has been done would be 
to give the terrorists their victory. 

To speak of Israel is to speak of courage 
and character, to speak of strength in the face 
of decades of hardship and bloodshed. David 
Ben-Gurion once said, “I have seen what a 
people is capable of achieving in their hour 
of supreme trial. I have seen their spirit 
touched by nobility.” 

For those of us in the rest of the world, 
after the ordeal of these bombings we have 
seen once again the nobility that is Israel. 
As a result of the meeting in Sharm al-Sheikh 
yesterday, I have seen for the first time a 
broad-based commitment to making sure the 
noble people of Israel and the peace-loving 
peoples throughout this region may be able 
to live and work together against terrorism 
and for a peaceful future. Thank you. 


Israel-U.S. Security Relationship 


Q. Mr. President, you just announced the 
signing of an agreement between Israel and 
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the United States about combating terrorism. 
I would like to ask you: Will you consider 
itively the idea of signing a defense pact 
tween Israel and the United States, and 
will you discuss this idea with Mr. Peres 
when he will come to the United States to- 
ward the end of April? 

President Clinton. Well, first of all, the 
United States is committed to the security 
of Israel. We have long been committed to 
the security of Israel, and it is not a new 
event with my administration; it has been a 
bipartisan American commitment for a long 
time. 

And we are always looking for ways to im- 
prove the nature of our security relationship 
and the strength of Israel’s security. We have, 
in fact, in addition to the announcement that 
I made today, a small group of people work- 
ing on the question of what we should do 
next and where we should go with this rela- 
tionship. The Prime Minister and I discussed 
it a little bit today, and I expect we will dis- 
cuss it further when he comes to the United 
States in April. 

President’s Visit 

Q. Mr. President, the opposition in Israel 
is quite skeptical, I may say even cynical 
about your visit here. They say you came 
mainly to rescue the Prime Minister before 
the coming elections. They say the con- 
ference in Sharm al-Sheikh will do nothing 
in order to prevent terrorism. What can you 
tell them? 

President Clinton. Well, I don’t want to 
put words in their mouth, but I came here 
because you have over 60 people dead in the 
last few days as a result of terrorism; because 
the United States is your ally and friend; and 
because we believe without an effort to rees- 
tablish security and a feeling of security, it 
will be difficult for the progress of peace to 
go forward. 

In addition to the Israelis who were killed, 
there were Americans killed, there were Pal- 
estinians killed, there were Moroccans killed. 
So that’s why I came here at this moment. 
We put together the meeting in Sharm al- 
Sheikh along with President Mubarak be- 
cause I felt that the time was right for other 
countries in the region and around the world 
to demonstrate to the nations here most af- 
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fected, especially Israel, and to the Palestin- 
ians who have rejected terror, that they are 
not alone, that it’s about time that other 
countries stood up and said: This is wrong, 
we're going to stand against it and we're 
going to work against it. 

I do not interfere in the internal politics 
of other nations, and I believe that, at least 
if the American experience is any indication, 
it would be more of a hindrance than a help. 
This is a democracy; I respect the results of 
democracy here and at home. I came here 
because of what happened to you and be- 
cause of our relationship with you. 

America stands with Israel in times like 
this and because we have to act to go for- 
ward. Now nobody—let me just say this— 
nobody can guarantee to the ple of Israel 
or the people of the United States or the 
people of any open, free nation in the world 
absolute protection against any terrorist act. 
We have been victimized by terrorism; the 
Japanese have been victimized by terrorism, 
essentially a very peaceful society. 

But we can do more to identify the sources 
of support, to try to dry up money, to develop 
better technical and other means to prevent 
things from happening. So there is no guar- 
antee here. There are no guarantees in life 
against this, but we can do a lot better. And 
I've thought that the shock of the impact 
here was so great—not only in Israel, but 
in the other areas—it was high time we 
showed up and did more about it, and that’s 
why I came. 


Antiterrorism Efforts 

Q. Mr. President, the type of terror attacks 
that have been going on in Israel have been 
going on for quite a while. Why hasn’t some- 
thing like what you announced today been 
done quite a while ago; and to what degree 
was the delay, if you can call it that, a result 
of opposition from within the Israeli Govern- 
ment. 

President Clinton. Oh, I would say not 
at all, on the latter question. I think, frankly, 
we all thought that the effort—first of all, 
we have been making a lot of extra efforts 
since, at least—I can speak for since I’ve 
been President. We have constantly tried to 
upgrade our capacity to deal with the prob- 
lems of terrorism. And we have met with 
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some considerable amount of success both 
in dealing with terrorism within the United 
States and in cooperating with our friends 
around the world. 

But what I think has happened is, I think 
that the impact of these incidents coming so 
close together and being so clearly directed 
at derailing the peace process and undermin- 
ing those who want peace—primarily in Is- 
rael, but also among the Palestinians and in 
the region—has had such a shocking impact 
on other Arab nations and others around the 
world that we were able to put together this 
meeting at Sharm al-Sheikh in a hurry as a 
result of their changed sense of urgency. And 
if you listened to those—I know it was dif- 
ficult for those of you who were there, par- 
ticularly those of you who came from the 
United States with little sleep—but if you lis- 
tened to those 29 separate statements yester- 
day and you compare that to anything that 
Arab leaders especially had said before about 
Israel or about terrorism, there was a remark- 
able shift there. 

And so I wouldn’t say that we're just trying 
to do more now and I think we have the 
capacity to do more. I also think it’s obvious 
that we have to do more to support and insist 
on greater effectiveness in the Palestinian 
Authority. I think that’s the other thing that 
hit home to everyone as a result of these 
events. 

Is there another question from an Amer- 
ican journalist? 

Q. Mr. President, I'd like to ask you about 
Congress’s handling of your antiterrorist leg- 
islation. Yesterday the House voted to delete 
a provision to ban foreign fundraising in the 
United States. Do you think this bill is on 
the right track? 

President Clinton. Excuse me, would 
you—they voted to delete what? 

Q. Foreign fundraising in the United 
States. Do you think this weakens the bill, 
is it on the right trackP How do you think 
they’re handling it? 

President Clinton. Well, of course I think 
it should have passed months ago, and I don’t 
know why it wasn’t. We have a lot of re- 
sources to combat terrorism now; we would 
like some more. The bill had been trans- 
formed and things have been added to it that 
weren't necessarily urgent, but I’m very con- 
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cerned that because of the hearings we had 
earlier in the year about some of the develop- 
ments in the United States, I’m afraid there’s 
a little too much domestic political consider- 
ations maybe in the debate of the 
antiterrorism bill and not enough focus on 
the global aspects of terrorism and how we 
need these tools to combat terrorists from 
abroad and what terrorists from abroad 
might do within the United States. That’s the 
reason | put forward the legislation, and | 
would hope that Congress would focus on 
that and keep those two elements in mind 
in moving through this bill and passing a 
good one. 

Palestinian Territories 

Q. I would like to ask the President and 
the Prime Minister about the closure that 
could jeopardize the whole peace process ac- 
cording to the Palestinians’ claim. 

Prime Minister Peres. Well, the closure 
is not aimed against the Palestinians in Gaza 
or the West Bank. There are really, to an- 
swer, some security needs. The minute we 
shall overcome it, the closure will reach its 
end. We are trying very hard not to create 
any starvation or any suffering in the terri- 
tories. This is clearly a security measure and 
nothing else. 

President Clinton. To be fair, I mean, I 
think that’s a legitimate concern. But that’s 
one of the—that’s clearly one of the objec- 
tives of the terrorists. And I think that’s the 
point we were trying to make at Sharm al- 
Sheikh yesterday, that the Israelis and the 
people who are not only—the people who 
died, their families, their friends, this coun- 
try, your attitudes, that’s primarily the target 
of the terrorists. But they're also trying to 
get to the people in the—the Palestinians 
who would like to have a peaceful future. 
And so they know that if they can put Israel 
in a position of closing the territories as a 
security measure, they then have a chance 
to change the attitude of the Palestinians. 

So it’s a deliberate attempt by them to 
make the Palestinians as miserable as pos- 
sible. And in that sense the Palestinians are 
the targets of the terror as well; that was the 
point we were hammering home yesterday 
in Sharm al-Sheikh and why it’s so important 
that Mr. Arafat and his administration do ev- 
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erything possible to cooperate with us in 
rooting this out so that we can keep the free 
flow of transportation open and so that they 
can enjoy their jobs and have access to food 
and do all the things that they need to do, 
because if it becomes—look, countries are 
like individuals and families. If you have to 
choose anything over your continued exist- 
ence, you will always choose your continued 
existence. Security will take preference. So 
these people are not stupid. They're doing 
this to provoke the reaction that they got. 
And we have to stand against them together. 


Terrorism 


Q. Mr. President, in an editorial this morn- 
ing highly critical of Mr. Arafat, The Jerusa- 
lem Post makes the point that the bloodshed 
here would be the equivalent of killing 
10,000 Americans over 31 months, and they 
further say that American people would not 
“be pacified by the mindless platitudes” that 
went on yesterday in Egypt. Your reaction? 

President Clinton. Well, 1 think the—I 
do believe if you think about the American 
people losing 10,000 over 30 months, or sev- 
eral thousand in a matter of just 3 weeks, 
and if you compound that by saying that 
every American felt that that had happened 
within about 50 miles of where he or she 
lived, that’s another thing you can’t overlook, 
the density, the geographical dimension of 
this, so that every Israeli feels that this hap- 
pened next door, that our people would be 
off the wall. They would be angry, they would 
be furious, they would want action, they 
would want what the Israeli people want. 

But I think if you look at the extent to 
which the terrorists’ networks which are ac- 
tive in this area have mobility and have ties 
beyond Israel proper, beyond the Palestinian 
areas proper, it is wrong to say that the rather 
specific commitments that we got from those 
countries to work together to try to dry up 
their sources of support and move as one 
against them was an empty commitment. I 
showed up here today to say I will be the 
first, the United States will stand up first, 
here’s our $100 million, here’s what we're 
going to do with it, here’s how we're going 
to work together. These are not empty com- 
mitments. 
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It is not easy for democratic societies to 
defeat organized forces of destruction. The 
end of the cold war means that there will 
in all probability, and we hope, be less con- 
flict among nation-states. There will be more 
conflict in the future by people who organize 
themselves for illegitimate means through 
terrorism and who try to access the dan- 
gerous weapons—traditional, biological, and 
chemical weapons—who try to use the forces 
of organized crime and the money they can 
get from drug trafficking to build a network 
of destruction, if you will, that can cross the 
boundaries of nation-states. I believe this is 
a problem—the Prime Minister .alluded to 
this earlier—this is today Israel’s problem, 
it’s the Middle Eastern problem, but it will 
be the principal security problem of the fu- 
ture, and I think we had better get after it. 
And that’s what we're trying to do. 


Israel-U.S. Security Relationship 


Q. Mr. President, would a defense pact 
between Israel and the United States limit 
Israel's ability to strike at Hezbollah for ex- 
ample? 

President Clinton. Well, first of all, the 
decision has not been made, either in Israel 
or in the United States, to go beyond the 
 engees: that we announced today and our 
clear, unambiguous, longstanding commit- 
ment to Israel's security, to maintaining its 
qualitative advantage in defense capacity. 
But the discussions that we have underway 
about what we can do from here on out obvi- 
ously would have to encompass every con- 
ceivable contingency. And that’s why I urge 
you not to jump ahead. We're going to really 
have serious discussions about what we 
should do to strengthen Israel’s security and 
our relationship. But let’s not undermine the 
impact of what we're announcing today, 
which will do just that. It’s very important. 


Syria 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Prime Minister, I 
have a question about Syria for both of you. 
First of all Mr. President, you have on two 
occasions met with President Asad. You went 
to Damascus once, you met with him in Ge- 
neva once, even though the State Depart- 
ment continues to include Syria on the offi- 
cial list of countries that support terrorism. 
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Syria’s decision not even to send a represent- 
ative to Sharm al-Sheikh must have been a 
severe blow to you personally given your 
courting, if you will, of President Asad over 
the past few years to engage in the peace 
process. How much of a setback will that be 
in terms of Israeli-Syrian negotiations? 

And to you, Mr. Prime Minister, you men- 
tioned that Iran was a capital of terror yester- 
day, but you didn’t mention anything about 
Syria and its absence from this conference 
yesterday. Can you continue negotiations 
with Syria at this point after President Asad 
decided not even to send a representative 
to Sharm al-Sheikh? 

Prime Minister Peres. Well, both to the 
first question of the previous question and 
this one, let’s take things seriously as they 
are. 

About the Palestinians—I’m referring to 
the editorial in the Jerusalem Post—yes, we 
can mobilize the whole of the Palestinians 
against us. It is very easy. We can take meas- 
ures and steps and return to the time of 
intifada, push back the PLO to become a ter- 
roristic organization, or work ually with 
all the pains from a majority of the Palestin- 
ians who support today peace to a complete 
support of peace by the Palestinians. We 
shouldn’t submit to minorities. 

Now, frankly about Syria and Iran, there 
is a similarity because there are headquarters 
of terroristic organizations in Damascus. But 
there is also a p <n Syria does not call 
today, like Iran does, for the destruction of 
Israel. Syria is negotiating with Israel to look 
for a peace, which Iran refuses completely. 
So we didn’t reach yet the necessary agree- 
ment, but we don’t want to close all the 
doors. And to be fair I think what we have 
to do is to impress the Syrians with the need 
to depart from any support or shelter to ter- 
ror and terrorism, but not to kill the future. 

And I agree that the peacemakers do have 
a much more complicated road to go. It’s 
not black and white. It’s like climbing a 
mountain; it is difficult, it takes time, you 
don’t reach the peak in one jump. So what 
is necessary to retract we shall retract in clear 
terms, and I think we shall clearly make it 
known that we cannot support terroristic 
headquarters in Damascus or elsewhere. But 
at the same time and by the same token, we 
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shall continue the peace effort. Our purpose 
is not to submit tc terror, but to overcome 
it when it is necessary by force and otherwise 
by hope. 

President Clinton. My answer to your 
question is I was disappointed that no Syrian 
representative came and I think it was a mis- 
take, but I was not surprised because if you 
look at the pattern of all these developments 
since I have been President and indeed, be- 
fore, President Asad tends to deal with these 
matters with people one-on-one. And to have 
Syria steer a different course, I think it was 
a missed opportunity for the Syrians and I 
wish that they had been there. But I do not 
believe that undermines the fundamental 
fact that the United States is committed to 
support Israel if Israel is involved in negotia- 
tions and is taking risks for peace. 

And as long as there are fruitful negotia- 
tions going on—we know there will never be 
a comprehensive peace in the Middle East 
until there is a resolution of the differences 
between Israel and Syria. We also know if 
those differences were resolved the capacity 
of the Syrians to help to live up to any agree- 
ment they might make and to create a more 
secure region is very considerable. So my po- 
sition is that the negotiations should abso- 
lutely continue as long as Israel is prepared 
to be a part of that, and we should support 
that. 


Antiterrorism Efforts 

Q. With your permission, I would like to 
relate to a question I heard several times yes- 
terday from different people. The question 
was: How can a conference like yesterday’s 
persuade a person who’s got a bomb strapped 
around his middle to turn it off, or take it 
off, or not set it off? I think they're asking, 
do you have any short-term answers for ter- 
rorism or are your solutions only long-term? 

Prime Minister Peres. We have a collec- 
tion of answers, not one—short terms and 
long terms. But you know, it’s again a very 
simplistic way of putting the question. For 
example, if we can dry out the sources of 
finance to this man that goes finally with the 
bomb, will it help or not? My answer is yes. 
If we can stop the traffic of arms, will it help 
or not? It will, yes. 
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I mean people are confusing; we are fight- 
ing on three different fronts in order to cre- 
ate one system and do it systematically. One 
is domestically, to increase our forces, to for- 
tify our borders, to control the passages, and 
when necessary, to put a closure—instead of 
the conference in Sharm al-Sheikh. As a mat- 
ter of fact, what is so interesting is that in 
spite of the closure and in spite of this meas- 
ure, the conference in Sharm al-Sheikh took 
place. So even the Arabs understand that 
those were necessary measures. 

Then we have demands from the Palestin- 
ian side. We don’t ask them to defend us, 
but we ask them clearly to have just one 
armed authority in Gaza to put order at 
home, that Gaza cannot become a head- 
quarter for terror in other ways. And then, 
by the leadership of the President, we are 
organizing practically the whole world to stop 
the traffic of arms, the supply of money, the 
shelter to the murderers, the mobilization of 
the existing systems, police or intelligence, 
whatever it is, to cooperate and put an end 
to it, because terror is becoming an inter- 
national phenomenon; it is also in a way glob- 
al. 

So I don’t understand all this criticism. I 
think people simply—those who criticize— 
didn’t think about the question. 

President Clinton. If I might follow up, 
if you had to answer the question the way 
you ask it, the answer would be no, no one 
can do that. But no one could have done that 
before this meeting, and no one can do that 
6 months from now. 

I wish I had it in my power to reach into 
the hearts of those young men who have 
bought some apocalyptic version of Islam and 
politics that together causes them to strap 
their bodies with bombs and blow themselves 
to smithereens and kill innocent children; I 
wish I could do that. I don’t pretend to be 
able to do that. But that’s not the question. 
The question is can we improve the capacity 
of Israel and of the Palestinian Authority to 
prevent these things from occurring? The an- 
swer to that question is yes. 

Second question, can we improve our ca- 
pacity to break up the networks of money 
and materiel that make these things possible? 
The answer to that is yes. Can we create a 
risk-free world here in Israel? No. Can we 
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reduce the risks and do much better? Yes. 
That is the way we should look at this and 
that is the focus we should take. You know, 
I couldn’t do that in the United States. Is 
it less likely that someone could do what hap- 
pened in Oklahoma City again in the United 
States? I think it is because of steps we have 
taken. Is it absolutely certain that nothing 
like that will ever happen again? No. 

As long as you have free societies where 
people have some ability to move, some right 
of privacy, some ability to transfer funds, and 
some ability to get access to materials that 
can be made into bombs, you cannot have 
a totally risk-free world. What we are trying 
to do is to reduce the risks, to reduce the 
likelihood of this, to prevent more of these 
things from happening, to catch more of the 
wrongdoers. That’s what we’re trying to do. 
We can absolutely do that and that should 
be the focus. 


Iran and Saudi Arabia 


Q. Mr. President, I'd like to ask you specif- 
ics, two specific questions related to yester- 
day’s conference. You met with all the Euro- 


pean leaders “eer Do you feel you have 


an assurance from them—they last week had 
asked the Iranians to condemn terrorism, 
they didn’t get what they asked for. Do you 
sense from them they're now willing to go 
forward and get tougher in their relations 
with Iran? They haven't really followed your 
dual containment program with the Iranians. 
Do you see this as a turning point in their 
policy toward the Iranians in your discussions 
with them yesterday, because people are 
looking for very specifics? 

Second, do you sense in your talks with 
the Saudis that they're now willing to turn 
off the spigot because they've allowed funds 
to go to Hamas? I just would like to know, 
I think the Israeli public would like to know, 
do you have a sense of assurance on specif- 
ics? Because the principles were set out and 
you said in a month there will be this working 
group, but can you just give us a sense from 
these European and Gulf leaders what they 
are willing to do specifically? Thank you. 

President Clinton. Well, | would have to 
give you two separate answers. To the first 
question, when I announced an even strong- 
er policy against Iran last year, I think it’s 
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fair to say that the leaders, most European 
leaders thought I was wrong and disagreed 
with me. I believe now they're having second 
thoughts. And I received some indications— 
I think it’s quite important that I not speak 
for them and go beyond what they're pre- 
pared to say in public, but based on my pri- 
vate conversations, I did believe that there 
was a change in attitude and direction in the 
minds of some of the European leaders with 
whom I met. 

With regard to Saudi Arabia, that specific 
question was not discussed, nor as you would 
imagine could the Foreign Minister discuss 
that on his own. We didn’t have a bilateral 
meeting yesterday. But the thing I will say 
about it is that we know that the Middle East- 
ern leaders, the Arab state leaders are quite 
careful about what they say. And a lot of 
times the phrases and words they use carry 
a lot of historic either meaning or baggage, 
depending on the perspective you have, 
about what they say. He said some things 
yesterday that no Saudi leader had ever said 
before. So I am hopeful, but I had received 
no explicit commitments, because we didn’t 
have a private conversation. 

On the European front I can tell you that 
I had the distinct impression that our view, 
which I think is the view broadly held in Is- 
rael, I know it is, is making some inroads 
among the Europeans. I mean, you only— 
how many times does it have to be dem- 
onstrated to them what the facts are and we 
are perfectly prepared to do everything we 
can to demonstrate to them what the facts 
are, and obviously we need their help if we’re 
going to really keep turning up the heat on 
this issue. 

It is regrettable, but the Iranians are com- 
mitted to supporting these terrorist activities 
and glorifying them, totally ignoring the 
progress of the last several years, totally ig- 
noring the facts, totally ignoring what is hap- 
pening. Now that’s just the fact. And every 
country in the world that deals with them 
is going to have to just wake up in the morn- 
ing, look in the mirror, and decide whether 
they're going to stay with the policy they have 
or change it; and whether the policy is based 
on principle or some other basis. 


Thank you. 
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Note: The President’s 116th news conference 
began at 11:19 a.m. in the auditorium at the Jeru- 
salem Convention Center. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Minister of Foreign Affairs Saud al- 
Faysal bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to 
Discussions With Likud Party Leader 
Binyamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem 
March 14, 1996 


Q. Mr. President, if Mr. Netanyahu comes 
into er, will you cooperate with him as 
aiale as you cooperate with Prime Minister 
Peres? 

The President. | will certainly cooperate 
with him. Israel is a democracy; the Israeli 
voters will make their decision in a few 
weeks, and the United States relationship 
with Israel is deep, strong, and enduring. Of 
course I would. 

And I don’t think there is much partisan 
difference in our country or yours on this 
question of fighting against terrorism. It’s 
one of the great challenges the world faces. 


We've go to do a better job. We've got to 
strengthen it. 


Note: The exchange began at 12:10 p.m. in the 
presidential suite at the Laromme Hotel. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of this exchange. 


Remarks in a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Students in Tel Aviv, 
Israel 


March 14, 1996 


The President. Thank you, Liad, for your 
introduction and for your fine remarks. She 
did a good job representing the young people 
of Israel, didn’t she? You did a great job. 
Thank you. Mr. Mayor, thank you for your 
welcome and your vigorous and important 
statement. My friend, Prime Minister Peres, 
thank you for your many wonderful words. 
I hope that in our common pursuit of peace 
I can be worthy of them. 

I want to thank all of you for making me 
feel so welcome here today, and I would like 
to say a special word of thanks to the people 
who provided the wonderful music, the 
Sheba Choir, the Moran Choir, the Tel Aviv- 
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Yaffa Youth Orchestra, Danny Robas; thank 
you all very much. 

You have made me feel very welcome here 
today, in this time of pain and sorrow, also 
a time of challenge for all of Israel, and espe- 
cially for the young people of this great na- 
tion. Only a few blocks from this hall, only 
days ago, 13 Israelis were murdered as they 
went about their daily business; the latest vic- 
tims of the latest campaign of terror. Four 
bombs in 9 days in Jerusalem, Ashkelon, Tel 
Aviv—dozens murdered, scores wounded. 
Your neighbors, your friends, your class- 
mates. 

Here every death is a death in the family. 
But let me say to the mothers and fathers, 
the brothers and sisters, the grandparents 
and children, the friends of those who have 
died, we know your pain is unimaginable and 
to some extent unshareable, but America 
grieves with you and prays that you will be 
comforted among the mourners of Zion and 
Jerusalem. Indeed, America lost its own chil- 
dren in these attacks. Three weeks ago in 
Jerusalem, Sara Duker and Matthew 
Eisenfeld; before them, Joan Devenny and 
Alyssa Flatow and Nachshon Wachsman, a 
young American who was also a soldier and 
whose grave, along with those of soldiers of 
the IDF killed in recent bombings I recently 
visited, just a few hours ago in Har Herzl. 
I’m glad there are many American students 
here today because we must stand together, 
and you must stand together. 

America knows also the wounds of terror 
because of experience on our own soil, in 
the tragedies of Oklahoma City and the 
World Trade Center in New York. One of 
terrorists’ greatest consequences is the awful 
persistence of fear, fear that the bus is not 
safe, that a shopping center might be a target, 
that there is no haven from danger, that 
friends or family will be taken in an instant, 
that the fear itself will never end. But fear 
must be conquered, security must be re- 
stored, and peace must be pursued. 

I wanted to have this opportunity to speak 
with you, the young people of this country, 
because it is vital that you believe that fear 
can and will be defeated, for you are the fu- 
ture and your response to these cowardly acts 
will shape your nation’s future. 
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I spend a lot of time at home going around 
America telling the young people of my 
country that they and this whole generation 
of young people all across the world are 
growing up in the age of greatest possibility 
even known; a time when more people will 
be able to fill out their dreams in life than 
ever before; a time when the information and 
technology revolution is literally bringing 
things to the doorstep and the fingertips of 
young people that only a couple of years ago 
were unimaginable. Indeed, this is the great- 
est period of change in economics in society 
in at least 100 years, since the Industrial Rev- 
olution. And our country’s great computer 
magnate, Bill Gates, says that the digital chip 
is bringing about the greatest revolution in 
world communications in 500 years, since 
Gutenberg printed the first Bible in Europe. 

If that is true, it seems especially painful 
that a country like Israel, full of people with 
such great intellect and energy, with such a 
great devotion to learning and hard work and 
to exploring all of life’s possibilities, should 
still be in the grip of such ancient hatred. 
It must seem to you an enormous burden 
and at least a great paradox. But I am afraid 
it is part of human nature. 

It seems that there is always some war 
going on in the history of humankind be- 
tween hope and fear, and that within each 
of us there is some balance scale of hope 
and fear that is rooted in human nature. And 
each of us has to decide whether we will live 
for our dream, whether we will define our 
lives in terms of what we are and what we 
wish to become, or whether we will live by 
our fears and our hatred, defining ourselves 
by what we are not and what we are against. 

Those who still pursue the terror here, in 
the face of unbelievable opportunities for 
learning, for prosperity, for growth, for living 
in harmony, for enriching their lives by living 
with people who are other than they are, they 
are in the grip of that ancient fear that life 
can only be lived if you’re looking down on 
someone else, if you're hating someone else, 
if you’re grateful just for the fact that you’re 
not like someone else. It is the great chal- 
lenge of your generation to overcome those 
fears in perhaps the hardest place in the 
world to do it. For you can live out your 
dreams only if you can convince others to 
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lay down their fear and define themselves 
in terms of what they can become, not who 
they can hate. 

We are determined to stand with you in 
that effort. We knew that overcoming adver- 
sity is the genius of the Jewish people and 
the history of the state of Israel. No nation 
on Earth knows better that the path of tri- 
umph often passes through tragedy. No peo- 
ple know better through millennia of exile 
and persecution, inquisition, and pogrom, 
the ultimate evil of the Holocaust, that you 
must deny victory to oppressors; that you 
must flourish—indeed flourish, not just en- 
dure—against all the odds. 

And Israel is proof of your extraordinary 
resilience. Here in modern times, an ancient 
people have performed a miracle, forged a 
great and prosperous democracy, caused the 
desert to bloom, and given rise to great cities. 
Tel Aviv, a hill of spring and rebirth, a vibrant 
culture and thriving business, has grown up 
where not so very long ago there was only 
a hill of sand. 

Against overwhelming danger and war, 
through the ordeal of isolation, for more than 
four decades of bloody struggle, Israel has 
not only persisted, Israel has flourished. Your 
achievements in the face of this adversity 
have inspired free men and women the world 
over. We all draw strength from your exam- 
ple, and you teach us anew the power of the 
human spirit to build realities out of dreams. 

At this time of year we are reminded espe- 
cially of the resilience of the Jewish people, 
for in only a few weeks it will be Passover, 
time for retelling the story of the Exodus, 
the story of the struggle for freedom, the 
story that has inspired the world for so many 
centuries. And at Seder Jews everywhere will 
say the words that have been repeated every 
year for ages, “In every generation someone 
rises up to destroy us.” Well, the Jewish peo- 
ple have overcome every one of these would- 
be destroyers and denied them their goal, 
and reaffirmed that what is good in human 
nature can prevail. 

Perhaps there will always be someone, 
some group, some nation that seeks to de- 
stroy Israel. Even if peace is made here in 
the Middle East, there will always be those 
who seek to take advantage of others, who 
seek to deny others their rightful place in 
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human destiny, who even seek to deny the 
realities of human nature and the humanity 
we all share. It is not in our power to rid 
the world of evil. But today it is within our 
power to fight on for peace that will give your 
generation the age of possibility you so richly 
deserve. 

More nations than ever before have risen 
up with Israel to defeat the destroyers, those 
who would kill and maim, those who explode 
human bombs on buses and on busy streets, 
those who seek to destroy the peace by vio- 
lence. And here more people are willing to 
come and share your faith, for along with the 
Israelis who died in these last round of 
bombings there were also Palestinians and 
Americans and others. 

The lesson of the meeting we held yester- 
day in Sharm al-Sheikh was that Israel is not 
alone. It was an unprecedented event in the 
history of this region. At the urging of Israel’s 
neighbors—Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinians, 
and the United States—29 leaders, 13 of 
them from Arab states, came to demonstrate 
their support for peace and their opposition 
to the terrorism that is bent on wrecking 
peace. It was the largest such meeting ever. 
We there rededicated ourselves to the battle 
against extremism. We began to work closely 
together to root out those responsible for the 
bloodshed. 

A meeting like this would literally have 
been unthinkable just a few years ago. For 
the first time Arab nations recognized and 
said publicly that pain in Israel is a danger 
to them as well. They understand that the 
destruction of hopes and dreams and inno- 
cent life in Israel is a threat to the future 
they want for themselves and their children. 
And that is a cause for hope in itself. 

Today large majorities of Palestinians, Jor- 
danians, Egyptians are saying that they wish 
to raise their children in peace. They want 
to go about their work to build a better life. 
They too have had enough of war’and enough 
of tears, as Prime Minister Rabin said. They 
have understood that for all peoples in the 
region security does not lie just at the end 
of the road to peace; there must be security 
every step of the way or there will be no 
peace. Peace and security are indivisible. 

Twenty-nine years ago, when the Straits 
of Turan were closed, Sharm al-Sheikh stood 
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as the symbol of Israel’s isolation from the 
world. But in 1996 Sharm al-Sheikh has be- 
come a symbol of Israel’s acceptance in this 
region and in the world. 

The division today in the Middle East is 
not between Arab and Jew. It is between 
those who are reaching for a better tomorrow 
and those who have retreated into the point- 
less, bloody hostility of yesterday. We must 
be clear: Those who are reaching for the fu- 
ture will prevail. 

The bombings of recent days have been 
the act of desperate men who see that peace 
is coming closer, that support for peace is 
growing in the West Bank and Gaza and 
throughout nations of the region. They know 
that stirring these old embers of hatred is 
their only chance to burn down all that has 
been built. We must not let them succeed 
in continuing their violence or in breaking 
our will for peace. 

Just a few months ago I was here in Israel 
on another journey of great sorrow, to mourn 
the death of my friend Prime Minister Rabin. 
Just as the bullet that struck him down re- 
newed our determination to press ahead 
then, if he were here standing with his sa 
ner Shimon Peres he would say we must have 
these tragedies move us forward with even 
greater conviction. 

I know Israel will not lose resolve for 
peace. Just before coming here, I visited in 
Jerusalem the Bet-Haruch where a number 
of students had Jost their lives in the recent 
bombings. I talked to their fellow classmates, 
and I was amazed at the resilience and the 
determination of these young people to press 
ahead for a better future. And then on the 
road to Tel Aviv, I called two young men, 
Tal Loel and Uri Tal, who were badly injured 
in the Tel Aviv bombing. And they wrote me 
from their hospital beds a marvelous letter 
in which they said, and I quote, “Peace is 
the only true solution for this area.” I salute 
those young men for not losing hope even 
while they are dealing with their own injuries 
in the hospital. Their extraordinary spirit is 
the spirit of Israel. 

Yesterday, in Sharm al-Sheikh, nations 
from this region and around the world 
strengthened their resolve to defeat those 
who would destroy peace. Today Prime Min- 
ister Peres and I, along with our top security 
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advisers, set a course to deepen our own co- 
operation and intensify our war on terror. We 
agreed to increase intelligence sharing, to de- 
velop new methods to combat terror, to en- 
hance coordination between our nations and 
others who have agreed to join us to fight 
against terror. I committed $100 million to 
this effort, and last night I sent a message 
to the Congress asking them to take urgent 
action to fulfill our first installment in this 
endeavor. 

America stands with you in the pursuit of 
peace and in the war on terror. And we will 
do more. In the days of the Bible, the foreign 
prophet Balaam looked upon the children of 
Israel and called them “a people that shall 
dwell alone and shall not be reckoned upon 
the nation.” Today, looking at all this nation 
has achieved, the acceptance it has won in 
the Middle East and around the world, we 
know his words were and are and will be 
wrong. 

Israel is not alone. America stands with 
you, and with every passing day so do more 
people here and abroad. But we will not rest 
until, in the words of the psalm, “There is 
peace within Israel’s walls and security in her 
towers.” And we know that Israel will never 
give her enemies the victory they seek, never 
abandon the hope of peace, never lose 
hatikvah leshalom. 

Thank you, and God bless you. 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any advice 
for young people that want to become lead- 
ers? What should young people do in order 
to grow up and become leaders? 

The President. 1 believe it is important 
to do at least three things. One, follow the 
advice of the Prime Minister. That is, it really 
matters that you develop your mind, that you 
develop the capacity to learn for a lifetime. 
The world in which I live and govern is 
changing very rapidly. The world in which 
your generation will live and govern will 
change even more rapidly. So it is important 
that you make the most of your school years. 
It doesn’t matter so much what you learn, 
but that you learn how to learn and that your 
mind will work for a lifetime to take in new 


changes and to grasp the ability to under- 
stand what is going on, first. 

Second, I think it is important to develop 
a genuine interest in people, and especially 
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people who are different from you, not just 
in terms of religion or ethnic group, but I 
mean people who are genuinely different. 
People who maybe don’t have as much 
money or have different ways of living or 
making a living. Because it is impossible to 
govern effectively in a free society unless you 
can understand the experiences, the attitude, 
the challenges other people face. 

And then the third thing I would say is 
it is important to figure out what you believe, 
and when you do, throw yourselves into elec- 
tion campaigns. [Laughter] Support people 
who believe as you do. Even if you can’t vote, 
stand up for them, talk to them, provoke ar- 
guments and discussions and learn to stand 
up for what you believe in. But if you have 
a good mind, if you care about what happens 
to other people and you can understand 
them, and you're willing to fight for what you 
believe in, then you have an excellent chance 
of success. 

Q. How do you see the future of the— 
in your following the Middle East, its ups 
and downs? 

The President. Well, I think first of all, 
I believe that it is highly likely that sooner 
or later in the relatively near-term—that is, 
sometime in the next few years, if not this 
year, sometime fairly soon—that Israel will 
make peace with her neighbors on terms that 
will guarantee your security and theirs. And 
then I believe that the region will begin to 
grow together economically and culturally, 
and people will begin to work together. That 
does not necessarily mean that there will be 
no more violence, because this problem of 
terrorism and of fanaticism and of extremism 
is a problem that the world faces. Remember 
it wasn’t so long ago that a religious fanatic 
walked into a Japanese subway and broke 
open a small vial of sarin gas and killed many 
people. It was only a year ago, or 2 years 
ago, I guess now, that the tragedy in Okla- 
homa City occurred in America. 

So the great problem for the world of the 
future—and when I was your age, the great 
problem was the free countries of the world 
against the communist countries of the 
world, both sides had nuclear weapons, and 
we all hoped they would never be used be- 
cause society could be wiped out. Now the 
great challenge will be in a world that is in- 
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creasingly interconnected, where you can lit- 
erally get on a computer now and have con- 
versations with young people in the United 
States, or research an academic paper on vol- 
canoes out of libraries in Australia, to do all 
kinds of things like that, in an open society 
like that, people are vulnerable to the orga- 
nized forces of destruction, to organized 
crime, to drug gangs, to terrorists, to people 
who would develop biological and chemical 
and other dangerous weapons. 

So for your lifetime, I do believe you'll 
have to fight these organized forces of de- 
struction. But I believe you will do it within 
a framework in which the nations are at 
peace and are growing together economically 
and you will be more secure. That’s what I 
believe will happen. 

Q. Israel gave priority to education. What 
is the role of education in America and what 
are the most important parts of it? 

The President. | would say that—first, let 
me deal with the conditions of education in 
the United States. I believe we have a system 
of higher education that is second to none 
in the world. And our great challenge there 
is to make sure that all of our young people 
have the opportunity to go on to get a univer- 
sity education, that they are not prohibited 
from doing it because of economic problems. 
So what I have tried to do largely there is 
just to find new ways for young people either 
to get scholarships or loans or work their way 
through universities, so everyone can go, be- 
cause the income differences between young 
— in the United States who have a col- 
ege education and those who don’t are 
breathtaking today in America. 

In the earlier years, I would say there are 
basically two great problems. One is we have 
a highly decentralized system of education 
in America where children from the age of 
let’s say 3 or 4 to 17 and 18 until they finish 
high school, most of them are in public 
schools that are essentially under the legal 
control of each of our 50 states and under 
the operational control of school districts in 
all those states. So what we have to do is 
to find a way—and many of our schools are 
doing a great job and many aren’t—and 
America has always rebelled at doing any- 
thing that in anyway undermines the » al 
tralization of education, which is good. But 
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what we're trying to do is to figure a way 
now to have high standards that we articulate 
and that we measure for all students in our 
large country, but that we don’t tell the 
schools how they have to meet the standards, 
they decide that; but we have standards, and 
that in the continuing emphasis on those 
standards and in rewarding those that are 
meeting them, we bring up all the schools 
in their performance. Overall educational 
performance in America is improving, but 
improving slowly, and it’s too uneven. 

And then, the third big problem we have 
is just an enormous percentage of our chil- 
dren are poor children, about 15 to 16 per- 
cent of them, and they're coming from 
homes where the parents often don’t have 
the resources they need. And we don’t have 
the same tradition in our country that you 
do, that a lot of other countries do, where, 
if you will, the community, or what my wife 
calls the village, works with each family to 
help each child succeed. And we've got to 
find a way to do better by our children who 
come from very poor backgrounds and dif- 
ficult homes. Those are the three challenges 
we face and we're working very hard on 
them. 

Now, let me just say one other thing, one 
other thing. The great opportunity we have 
is the same opportunity you have. We are 
trying to hook up every classroom and every 
library in America to the Internet by the year 
2000, every single one. And we want ed 
all basically in a worldwide network so that 
you can all have your common communica- 
tions and share information and learn and 
grow together and hook into all the libraries 
of the world together. And if that happens, 
it will effect a revolution for all children with- 
out regard to their incomes and it will lift 
the standards everywhere. So that’s the great 
opportunity we’re working on, and I believe 
we're going to get there. I think we'll get 
there ahead of schedule. I hope we will. 


[At this point, a question was asked in He- 
brew, and a translation was not provided. | 


The President. Well, | intend to do two 
things. First of all, I intend to set a good 
example. That is, we are setting a good exam- 
ple. On the next day after we had the con- 
ference, I said that in addition to the things 
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that the Prime Minister has already men- 
tioned, we would commit over $100 million 
to working with Israel to fight terror here 
in the region and working with others who 
are committed to fighting the terror. 

Secondly, we intend to work to make sure 
the Palestinian Authority has the capacity 
and fulfills its capacity to do its part in fight- 
ing the terror. You cannot do this alone. They 
have to do their part for the peace to work. 

And thirdly, we intend to start immediately 
meeting with every other country that was 
there to work out a joint plan for what we 
can do. And keep in mind, this is not work 
just for the countries of the Middle East. 
There are things that the North Americans, 
the Europeans, and the Asians can do to hel 
to defeat the terrorist networks that wre 
their violence here in your back yard. Their 
reach goes beyond your back yard. 

So I did not intend for this to be a cordial 
meeting in which nothing happens. This— 
we will give everybody a full opportunity to 
put their actions where their words were yes- 
terday. I assure you of that. 

Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:43 p.m. in the 
Tel Aviv Center for the Performing Arts. In his 
remarks, he referred to Liad Modrik, student 
council representative; Mayor Ronni Milow of Tel 
Aviv; and singer Danny Robas. 
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March 5! 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Aubrey Hooks as Ambassador to 
the Republic of the Congo. 


March 9 
In the late morning, the President assisted 


with the installation of computer cabling at 
Ygnacio Valley High School in Concord, CA, 
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as part of NetDay. In the evening, he trav- 
eled to Hillsborough, where he attended a 
fundraising reception, and then returned to 
Washington, DC, arriving in the early morn- 
ing. 
March 11 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Newark, NJ, and then to Wallington, where 
he toured the Industrial Latex Corp. 
Superfund site. In the afternoon, the Presi- 
dent traveled to New York City, and in the 
late evening, he returned to Washington, 


The White House announced that the 
President has invited President Suleyman 
Demirel of Turkey to Washington for a work- 
ing visit on March 29. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate David H. Shinn as Ambassador to 
Ethiopia. 


March 12 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Sharm al-Sheikh, Egypt. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Susan Bass Levin to the Board of 
Trustees of the Harry S Truman Scholarship 
Foundation. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Lonnie R. Bristow as Chair and 
Shirly Ledbetter Jones and Robert E. Ander- 
son as members of the Board of Regents of 
the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences. 


March 13 

In the morning, following his arrival in 
Sharm al-Sheikh, the President met sepa- 
rately with Prime Minister Shimon Peres of 
Israel and President Boris Yeltsin of Russia 
in the Presidential suite of the Movenpick 
Hotel. In the afternoon, the President met 
separately at the hotel with King Hassan II 
of Morocco in the King’s suite; with Prime 
Minister John Major of the United Kingdom 
in the Presidential suite; and with Chairman 
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority in 
the Presidential suite. In the evening, the 
President traveled to Jerusalem, Israel. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
the State of Maine and ordered Federal aid 
to supplement State and local recovery ef- 
forts in the area struck by severe storms, ice 
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jams, and flooding January 19 through Feb- 
ruary 6. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Kevin Emanuel Marchman as As- 
sistant Secretary for the Office of Public and 
Indian Housing at the Department of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development. 

March 14 

In the afternoon, the President visited the 
graves of victims of terrorism in Har Herzl 
Cemetery. In the evening, he returned to 
Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Kenneth D. Brody as Chair and 
Clyde V. Prestowitz, Jr., as Vice Chair of the 
Commission on United States-Pacific Trade 
and Investment Policy. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Gen. Larry D. Welch, Rear Adm. 
Thomas A. Brooks, and Nina J. Stewart to 
the Security Policy Advisory Board. 

March 15 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Prime Minister John Bruton of Ireland in the 
Oval Office and later received a bowl of 
shamrocks from the Prime Minister in the 
Roosevelt Room. 

In the late afternoon, the President hosted 
a reception on the State Floor honoring 
Prime Minister Bruton. 

In the evening, the President attended a 
Democratic National Committee dinner at 
the Hay Adams Hotel. 

The White House announced that the 
President will travel to Fort Polk, LA, on 
March 18 to visit American troops who par- 
ticipated in Operation Uphold Democracy in 
Haiti and to visit with family members of sol- 
diers serving in Bosnia. 

The White House announced that the 
President will send Office of National Drug 
Control Policy Director Barry R. McCaffrey 
to head a high level mission March 26-27 
to discuss the threat narcotics pose to Mexico 
and the United States. 
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The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 


503 


to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
eign Service officers. 





Withdrawn March 11 


Linda Colvin Rhodes, 

of Pennsylvania, to be Deputy Commissioner 
of Social Security for the term expiring Janu- 
ary 19, 2001, which was sent to the Senate 
on August 10, 1995. 


Submitted March 12 


David H. Shinn, 

of Washington, a career member of the Sen- 
ior Foreign Service, class of Minister-Coun- 
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Ethiopia. 


Submitted March 14 


Robert E. Anderson, 

of Minnesota, to be a member of the Board 
of Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni- 
versity of the Health Sciences for a term ex- 
piring June 20, 2001, vice Clarence S. Avery, 
term expired. 

Lonnie R. Bristow, 

of California, to be a member of the Board 
of Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni- 
versity of the Health Sciences for a term ex- 
piring June 20, 2001, vice Gopal Sivaraj Pal, 
term expired. 

Shirley Ledbetter Jones, 

of Arkansas, to be a member of the Board 
of Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni- 
versity of the Health Sciences for a term ex- 
piring May 1, 2001, vice George Tryon Har- 
ding IV, term expired. 

Susan Bass Levin, 

of New Jersey, to be a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the Harry S Truman Scholar- 
ship Foundation for a term expiring Decem- 
ber 10, 1999, vice Richard C. Hackett. 


Kevin Emanuel Marchman, 

of Colorado, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, vice Jo- 
seph Shuldiner. 


Submitted March 15 


Alan Greenspan, 

of New York, to be Chairman of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
for a term of 4 years (reappointment). 
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Laurence H. Meyer, 

of Missouri, to be a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
for the unexpired term of 14 years from 2/ 
1/88, vice John P. LaWare, resigned. 

Alice M. Rivlin, 

of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System for a term of 14 years from February 
1, 1996, vice Alan S. Blinder, resigned. 

Alice M. Rivlin, 

of Pennsylvania, to be Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System for a term of 4 years, vice Alan S. 
Blinder, resigned. 
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H.R. 927 / Public Law 104-114 
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 
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of Social Security and other Federal funds 
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